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PRINCIPLE IN PRACTICE 


THE MOST FUNDAMENTAL AND 
primary act of religion is recogni- 
tion and acceptance of God’s will 

. .and ascend as high as you may 
with the saintliest spirits, you will 
still find the sum total of their reli- 
gious thought and action to be con- 
formity with God’s will.—McGarri- 
gle, My Father’s Will. 


WHAT GOOD TO US IS THE FAITH 
and our faith unless we live up to 
it? What good Christianity if we 
fail to live like Christians? 


What good is a lamp in the dark, 
or the sun by day, if we insist on 
walking with our eyes shut or on 
deliberately stepping into puddles 
and pitfalls? 


We have the sun and our artifact 
light to guide our steps and help 
our eyes. We have the Faith we 
believe in, to steer ourselves away 
from everything antagonistic to its 
letter and spirit, and lead our steps 
on the path of God’s saving truth. 


It is time to stop hatreds, in deed, 
in word and conversation, in very 
thought and sentiment. Hatreds 
are multiplying as the war goes on. 
Hatreds are intensifying. Against 
classes, races, nations. Against 
groups in our midst. Against peo- 
ple that are indeed by all standards 


enemies to us and our welfare, re- 
ligious, national, economic, yet sons 
of our common Father. 

Already the outcroppings of these 
volcanic hatreds have showed them- 
selves among us in all their blood- 
red diabolic devastation. Sporadi- 
cally. Yet clearly. Indicating to 
anybody with half an eye what may 
be expected presently when the gen- 
eral picture grows more acute, the 
tension more taut. 

This is certainly no time to add 
fuel to the fire. No time to fan the 
flames. No time by indiscreet talk 
to support anybody in a purpose al- 
ready mischief-bent. 

It is time to commend the situa- 
tion to God in prayer and in daily 
Mass. It is a time to pray for our 
enemies open and concealed—the 
enemies not only of our country 
abroad but of our institutions at 
home, of our very spiritual and ma- 
terial welfare. 

Granted we are dealing with en- 
emies, with people and groups who 
purposely or just by implication are 
wishing us evil and doing what they 
can to accomplish our undoing. 
Granted that by human standards 
they deserve nothing at our hands 
but the worst, let alone retaliation 
in kind. 
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Yet never may other people be 
our law. God is our law. And 
never has God given us the right to 
treat other people as they deserve 
at our hands—for the simple rea- 
son that it is not in our power to 
estimate properly the retribution 
they deserve after all conditions are 
balanced. God alone can do that. 


No, we must treat others, not as 
they seem to us to have it coming 
to them, but as God requires us to 
treat them. And that is with 
mercy, forbearance, forgiveness, 
charity. God is our law. Not men 
and what they do. Governing our 
conduct by what other people do, 
even to us, is making ourselves 
slaves to them, where God’s plea- 
sure alone should be our law and is 
the salvation of our dignity. 


At that, rendering prayer and 
mercy for evil, is treating others 
like God and our Savior have treat- 
ed us. Could we desire a better 
rule of conduct? Can we fairly ex- 
cuse ourselves with less? 


We shall all be very much better 
off if at each stirring of hatred and 
hateful speech, we remember to say, 
God bless and change the offender! 
That helps us, with an act of reli- 
gion and charity to our credit, and 
the blessing and grace of God to 
make better people of others, even 
our enemies. 


Hating and damning others only 
puts sin on our soul, and does 
nothing to change the evil disposi- 
tion of others, supposing that they 
are really, and even fully and solely 
at fault. 


Not even victory over the enemy 
at the front is as important as such 
a victory over ourselves. For what 
would be gained with victory that 
multiplied and intensified hatreds 
on one side while it encouraged un- 
fair advantage and oppression on 
the other? 


Even in our very natural prayer 
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for victory let the thought be of a 
victory with Godlike justice and 
goodwill toward everybody so far as 
human limitations can achieve that 
ideal. 

Not that we need renounce good 
sense at any time and regard as 
simon-pure what is plainly evil. 
Any more than we should let our- 
selves be deluded by the appearance 
of what is good into believing that a 
thing is all good. On the contrary, 
this is a time for careful discrimina- 
tion between measures and move- 
ments. 

A common strategy of the enemy 
at home as well as abroad, is to 
confuse issues, to mix the good and 
inoffensive with the damnable, keep- 
ing the latter in the background 
the better to make his point. Distin- 
guish! 

Victory is good, but not with the 
hatred and oppression that must 
breed future wars, and gives all the 
spoils to one party. International 
unity and cooperation is supremely 
Christian; but not when it means 
that one powerful nation or group 
of nations shall have its way politi- 
cally and commercially while others 
shall live at its mercy. 

Sympathy with the persecuted is 
admirably Christian; but when 
Christian sympathy is appealed to, 
the appeal must not be made to do 
duty as a mask for over-reaching 
nastiness and greed, and for unfair 
political and economic intrigue and 
chicanery. 

A beautiful thing is the sincere 
prayer of the innocent of heart. A 
joy to the angels is the sincere 
prayer of the contrite evil-doer. 
But a loathsome sacrilege and blas- 
phemy is prayer when it fronts for 


roguery, or even only just curries — 


public favor. 


The holiest considerations and 
virtues, Divine as well as human, 
are subject to abuse for sinister 
purposes, just as the Devil himself 
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quoted God’s word to tempt the 
very Godman. 

We need to walk warily. We need 
the light of God’s grace to distin- 
guish. We need the strength of 
God’s grace to choose the right and 
repudiate the wrong in whatever we 
are called upon to do. We need to 
make this a better world beginning 
with ourselves. 

But that means that we need 
daily holy Mass to an extent such as 
has never before been the case—if 
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for no other reason than just to be 
Christian enough to obtain a change 
of heart for those who in such ways 
are abusing the good things of God, 
to their own damnation and the ever 
increasing detriment of their fellow 
men. 

Let us pray, pray, pray. For 
ourselves and for others. Most of 
all just now for those whom we in- 
cline to hate, and for those who 
openly or in secret are our ene- 
mies. a @ 


CLEMENT XIV 


A WORD 
IN APPRECIATION 


POPE CLEMENT XIV IS THE LATEST 
of the Franciscan popes. He ruled 
the Church from May 19, 1769, till 
September 21, 1774. Not a long 
reign. But a reign marked by in- 
solent demands, to which he finally 
acceded by suppressing the Society 
of Jesus. 

This fact looms so large in the 
history of Clement XIV that one al- 
most forgets the inner history of the 
man and the other events of his rule. 
What anguish of mind he experi- 
enced both before and after the sup- 
pression of the Jesuits, is mentioned 
by historians and can well be 
imagined by anyone studying the 
case. 

Because of the unfortunate cir- 
cumstances of the times this latest 
Franciscan pope bears much criti- 
cism and opprobrium. It is the 
duty especially of Franciscans to 
look upon him with charity and to 
read his personality in the light of 
the trying times. 

It is not our intention here to 
enter into bitter criticism of any 
historian. What is here written, 
however, is authenticated and may 
help Franciscans and others to look 
upon Clement with more satisfaction 
and sympathy. 


BY FR. CUTHBERT GUMBINGER 
O.F.M. CAP. (10) 


Birth and Early Years 


POPE CLEMENT XIV WAS BORN 
October 31, 1705, at Sant’ Arcangelo 
di Romagna near Rimini. His 
father was Lorenzo Ganganelli, a 
noted physician, while his mother 
was Angela Seraphina Mazza, of a 
noble family of Pesaro. Their son 
was baptized Nov. 2, 1705, and 
named John Vincent Anthony. 

The Ganganelli family originated 
in Sant’Angelo in Vado in the duke- 
dom of Urbino. Later the family 
migrated to Borgo Pace, a village 
of the diocese of Urbania. The in- 
habitants of Sant’ Angelo in Vado 
and those of Urbania erected a sta- 
tue in their cities in honor of Clem- 
ent XIV in 1769, the year of his ac- 
cession to the chair of Peter. Codex 
7983 of the Vatican Library has 
many facts about the Ganganelli and 
Mazza families and several briefs of 
Clement to his countrymen. 

While still a young boy, Clement 
lost his father and was placed with 
a relative of his mother’s for care 
and education. His mother retired to 
Verucchio. In Rimini the boy 
found another wealthy protector, 
who continued to have the boy edu- 
cated and provided with all things 
necessary. In a brief to Rimini 
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dated July 15, 1769, Clement says 
he considers it his second home 
country. 


Franciscan Vocation 

YOUNG GANGANELLI HAD A REL- 
ATIVE who was a Conventual Friar 
Minor at Rimini. From frequent 
converse with him the youth decided 
to become a friar. Ettore Rota 
claims that the youth entered first 
among the Observants and became 
a Conventual only some months 
later. Pastor and some others say 
nothing of the Observants in this 
regard. 

All authors agree that the young 
man, not yet eighteen, received the 
habit in the Conventual friary on 
May 17, 1723. Some claim this 
happened at Mondaino. All hold 
that he surely finished his novitiate 
at Urbino. In a brief to Urbino 
dated July 15, 1769, Clement calls 
the city his “fatherland and parent.” 

In religion he took the name of his 
father, Lawrence. He was_ pro- 
fessed as a Conventual Franciscan 
May 18, 1724. 

As a cleric Lorenzo Ganganelli 
studied in the houses of the order at 
Pesaro, Recanati, and Fano. He 
was an excellent student and gave 
great promise. As a religious he 
was a valuable asset to the various 
communities owing to his great 
personal charm, his vivacity, meek- 
ness, and love of the religious life. 

The superiors were so pleased 
with his progress in theology that 
they sent him to the order’s general 
college of St. Bonaventure in Rome 
to complete his studies. There he 
received Major Orders in the winter 
and spring of 1729-30. His prefect 
of studies in Rome was the future 
bishop of Bovino Anthony Lucci. 

Lorenzo became a doctor of the- 
ology in 1731 and returned to his 
province. 


Teacher, Preacher, 
Rector 


FOR NINE YEARS THE YOUNG 
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priest taught now philosophy, now 
theology in houses of his order. He 
became well known and formed a 
great circle of admiring pupils in 
Fano, Ascoli, Bologna and Milan. 
Rota declares that his students loved 
him for his wisdom, brilliant lec- 
tures, warm imagination, and pater- 
nal kindness. 


Superiors, secular priests, and 
bishops soon discovered that the 
young professor was a pleasing and 
willing preacher. He _ accepted 
many invitations to preach, also in 
the churches of other religious. At 
Bologna his relations with the Jes- 
uits were so cordial that he was 
known to be their intimate friend. 


Once he had the office of defend- 
ing certain theological theses public- 
ly in Milan. He dedicated them to 
St. Ignatius Loyola and had a 
panegyric in honor of the Society of 
Jesus printed as a foreword to the 
theses. Friar Lorenzo loved to 
travel and was interested in all 
fields of learning. 


His mother died in 1740, the year 
he became rector of the college of 
St. Bonaventure in Rome. Pastor 
claims that Lorenzo was recom- 
mended for this office by Urbani, a 
Jesuit, and that Cardinal Albani 
acted on this advice, for he was then 
the protector of the college. 


Others, however, claim that at 
Bologna Lorenzo knew Prospero 
Lambertini. When the later be- 
came pope under the name of Bene- 
dict XIV in 1740, he remembered 


the excellent qualities of Friar Lor- | 
enzo and made him rector of St. . 


Bonaventure’s. True it is that 
Benedict was a great friend and 
patron of Friar Lorenzo, but it 


seems historians have mixed dates in | 


this matter. It is known that 


Lorenzo was installed as rector in — 
May 1740, whereas Cardinal Lam-— 


bertini was not elected pope till 
August 17 the same year. 


ns 
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New Offices 


POPE BENEDICT XIV GRACIOUSLY 
presided at the general chapter of 
the Conventual Franciscans held in 
Rome in May, 1741. On this oc- 
casion Lorenzo rendered a splendid 
allocution before His Holiness. 


For five years Lorenzo acted as 
Roman rector. He was good to the 
students, but he had quarrels with 
the protectors of the college on sev- 
eral occasions. 


Early in 1746 there fell vacant 
the post of first consultor of the Holy 
Roman Inquisition, a place reserved 
to the order. His superiors nomin- 
ated Friar Lorenzo and _ recom- 
mended him to the pope as a likely 
candidate. Benedict XIV gave him 
the position at Easter in 1746. 


The office was a high place at the 
Roman court, for the Inquisition 
supervised the purity of faith and 
morals in persons, books, laws, and 
customs. Here the talents and 
learning of Friar Lorenzo shone to 
the full. He examined dangerous 
books and persons, gave exact judg- 
ments, and acted as special theolo- 
gian to Cardinals Tanara, Bolognet- 
ti, and Gentili. 


His new office could lead Lorenzo 
to the cardinalate, as it had led his 
predecessors Brancati and Centini. 
This, however, only if he did not ac- 
cept a higher office within his order. 
Actually Friar Lorenzo twice re- 
fused to become minister general of 
his order, in the chapters of 1753 
and 1759. 


Pope Benedict XIV respected and 
loved him. One day, when the pope 
was over eighty, he received a dele- 
gation of the Conventual superiors 
in private audience. Passing to the 
kneeling figure of Friar Lorenzo, the 
pope put his hand on him, remark- 
ing to Fr. General that Lorenzo was 
a worthy son and would ascend to 
high places. 
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It was through Friar Lorenzo’s 
influence that the missionary college 
of his order was transferred from 
Assisi to Sant’ Antonio dei Monti in 
Rome. 


Cardinal of San Lorenzo 


THE FAME OF FIRST CONSULTOR OF 
the Holy Inquisition increased from 
year to year. Cardinals and bishops 
admired and praised his prudence 
and learning. All who approached 
him were charmed by his affability, 
his cheerfulness and willing service. 

One of his admirers was Cardinal 
Carlo Rezzonico, bishop of Padua. 
When this cardinal became pope as 
Clement XIII July 6, 1758, he had 
occasion to watch Friar Lorenzo 
more closely. In a year the pope 
was entirely satisfied, and created 
Lorenzo a cardinal priest, with the 
title of San Lorenzo in Panisperna. 


Some years later Cardinal Gan- 
ganelli received the title to the mag- 
nificent church of Santi Apostoli or 
Dodici Apostoli, which boasts the 
tombs of the apostles Sts. Philip and 
James. It is the church of the Con- 
ventual generalate and was former- 
ly under the patronage of the power- 
ful Colonna princes, whose palace is 
nearby. 

For the next nine years Cardinal 
Ganganelli lived in the monastery at 
Santi Apostoli in frugality and 
poverty. He studied, prayed, wrote, 
and interviewed many people. As 
formerly, he continued to write 
many letters. In 1776 a certain 
Caraccioli published two volumes of 
letters, claiming them to have been 
written by Cardinal Ganganelli or 
Clement XIV. But all admit that 
many of these letters are spurious or 
interpolated. Surely it is unjust to 
Clement to use such a source in 
order to attack him. 


High Services 


THE FRANCISCAN CARDINAL REN- 
DERED great services to the Church 
under the rule of the new pope. It 
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was noted that Cardinal Ganganelli 
had a great respect for rulers, and 
also that he worked hard at the re- 
form of his order. 


Pastor holds that once the con- 
sultor became cardinal, he aspired 
to the tiara; he quotes Cordara, an 
ex-Jesuit, for the statement. 


Yet Cordara defends Clement 
XIV constantly, and it seems scarce- 
ly probable that Cardinal Ganganelli 
aspired to the tiara when we con- 
sider that he was a religious, was not 
even a bishop, and was known to be 
favorable to the Jesuits. At this 
time the influential Bourbon rulers 
expelled the Jesuits from their do- 
mains of Spain, France, Naples, 
Parma, and Piacenza. They also 
brought great pressure to bear on 
Clement XIII to suppress the Jesu- 
its. Under such conditions does it 
seem likely that a cardinal would 
befriend the Jesuits if he meant to 
become pope? 


Basing his assertion on certain 
documents, Pastor also claims that 
Cardinal Ganganelli was excluded 
from participation in the ecclesias- 
tical affairs during the reign of 
Clement XIII. But others say that 
the cardinal rendered great services 
to this pope, while on the very same 
page on which Pastor makes the 
above statement, he himself writes 
that Cardinal Ganganelli rendered 
signal services in the sacred congre- 
gations, but that these were in favor 
of France and Spain. Pastor adds 
that this shows how ardently the 
Franciscan cardinal desired to be- 
come pope! 


Pastor even says that Tanucci, 
an “enlightened one” of those days, 
claimed that Clement XIV was half 
Jesuit, half Spanish, and entirely 
Franciscan—a sort of monster, in 
other words! Right after that 
Pastor weakly explains that Tanuc- 
ci, following the bad ideas of the 
times, hated all friars as wicked. 
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Character Portrait 


THEN PASTOR GIVES A DESCRIPTION 
of the friar cardinal that in many 
points seems to give us the real 
Ganganelli. His life was without 
blame. His piety showed itself in a 
special love and devotion to the 
Mother of God. As teacher and in- 
quisitor he showed a vast compre- 
hension of theology and canon law. 


In the opinion of all good men he 
had all the friarlike virtues. He 
was modest, meek, affable, zealous, 
and he loved his order. He never 
traveled outside of Italy, nor did he 
ever hold a diplomatic post. 


True it is, being a religious and a 
cardinal in curia, he lacked a certain 
breadth of vision and was not well 
acquainted with the wide world. He 
did not know the many interests of 
rulers, nor the affairs of the various 
royal courts. 


Cordara writes that all through 
life Clement was amiable and ever 
willing to serve others, as well as to 
use his influence for every sort of 
good. He made many recommenda- 
tions as cardinal. He was always 
faithful and grateful to his friends. 
Sincerely humble, he loved the good 
and was above prejudice. He could 
compassionate with human weak- 
ness. 


As pope he had the true interests 
of the Church and the Holy See at 
heart. Nepotism was unknown to 
him, and he considered all the poor 
his relatives. Frugal and simple in 
food and an enemy of all luxury, he 
loved to divert himself at times with 
his friends, in cheerful and simple 
conversation. Sweet and affable by 
nature, his entire demeanor was that 
of courtesy. 


Pastor holds that Clement’s 
readiness to grant favors shows the 


weakness of his character as a ruler. | 
The trait accounts, he says, for 


Clement’s timidity and slowness of | 
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action. Clement feared to displease, 
as is attested again and again. He 
also was inclined to do things on his 
own initiative, and later as pope he 
had very few advisers. He feared 
external influence, and did not want 
to be partial. 


In the Chair 
of Peter 

IT IS TRUE THAT MANY CARDINALS 
had none too high an esteem for the 
friar cardinal. In the. conclave 
which followed the death of Clement 
XIII, the main question was the sup- 
pression of the Jesuits. The courts 
of the Bourbon princes insisted on 
it, and Clement XIII died before the 
utmost pressure was brought on 
him. From February 15 till May 
19, 1769, the conclave dragged 
along till it elected as pope the only 
religious in the Sacred College, 
Ganganelli. 

Much happened in those months 
that will not interest us. But this 
is certain that Cardinal Ganganelli 
did not sign a promise, or give one 
orally, that he would suppress the 
Jesuits if he were elected. 'To do so 
would have been simony and would 
have placed him in embarrassing 
circumstances later on. Though he 
was favorable to the courts, yet 
never did they even hint, when 
pressing for the suppression of the 
Society, that he had promised he 
would do so. 

On the evening of May 16, the 
cardinals were still undecided, but 
within the next two days the votes 
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were more and more for Ganganelli. 
On Friday morning, May 19, the 
feast of Pope St. Celestine V, Car- 
dinal Ganganelli was elected pope 
by unanimous vote. He seemed 
calm, as he accepted the election 
under the name of Clement XIV. 


Some had surmised that he would 
take the name of Sixtus VI, in honor 
of two other Franciscan popes be- 
fore him. Though Clement admired 
Sixtus V in a special manner and 
wished to emulate him, yet he also 
knew that Sixtus V was harsh and 
brusque. Clement would be a new 
name for a Franciscan successor of 
Peter. 


Clement became pope when still 
simply a priest. Enthroned in the 
chapel of the conclave, he looked 
rather small and gentle in his white 
robe and red velvet mozzetta. 


When the cardinals approached 
him for the first act of homage, for 
each he had words of kindness, 
spoken with ease and cheerfulness. 
When asked his impression of the 
ceremony, he smiled broadly and 
said it was the first time he had had 
an opportunity to observe the cere- 
mony at such close range. 


The new pope received the epis- 
copal consecration from the cardinal 
bishop of Albano, in St. Peter’s, Sun- 
day, May 28. The coronation took 
place in St. Peter’s amid great 
solemnity the following Sunday, 
June 4. @ 

(To be concluded) 


A SACRED SPOT ; ; 
Tue Basiuica of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem contains the following shrines: 
The holy tomb of our Lord, from which he arose from the dead. | 
The holy table rock, on which our Lord’s body was anointed with spices for burial. 
The holy site of Calvary, scene of the crucifixion, agony and death of our 


Redeemer. 


The holy pillar, to which Jesus was bound during the scourging in the pretorium. 

The holy spot where Jesus appeared to the Blessed Mother on his resurrection. 

The holy spot, where Jesus appeared to the Magdalene on the occasion. 

The holy spot where for three centuries the cross of our Lord lay hidden, together 
with other instruments of the crucifixion, all discovered by St. Helena. | 

Also, there are the chapels of Adam, of Christ’s prison cell, of Longinus’ conver- 
sion, of the division of our Lord’s garments, and others. ® 
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MARY’S POET 


ANOTHER TRAIT 
OF ST. BONAVENTURE 


THE FATHERS AND THE SAINTS VIE 
with one another in holy rivalry in 
extolling the beauty, dignity, and 
perfection of the Mother of God, 
“the advocate of sinners, the glory 
and crown of the just, the dwelling 
place of the Trinity, the special 
resting-place of the Son of God.” 


But, we may venture to add, St. 
Bonaventure stands second to none 
in his word pictures of Our Lady, 
above all when he speaks of her 
glory before the throne of God, or 
of the splendors of Divine grace 
which the Holy Spirit has worked in 
her, or of her love and care for 
mankind. 

Last month we considered some 
points that are basic in Bonaven- 
ture’s doctrine on Mary and his de- 
votion to her, concluding with his 
constantly repeated thought that we 
who are sinners, needy, worldly, 
must have recourse to her to regain 
and hold Divine grace. We now 
complete the picture with some 
study of how the Seraphic Doctor 
portrays Mary in glory, her as- 
sumption into Heaven as our advo- 
cate and helper. 


Mary’s Assumption 


IT IS APPOINTED FOR ALL MEN TO 
die, says St. Paul. Our blessed 
Lady was not exempt from this law. 
Nor did she wish to be free from it, 
since her Son, our Lord himself, had 
subjected himself to it. Yet it was 
scarcely in keeping with her virginal 
purity of body and her dignity as 
the Mother of God that death should 
be allowed to work its ravages on 
her. Her Divine Son did not per- 
mit the physical corruption of that 
marvelous tabernacle, but soon 
brought her body to Heaven to share 
in the glory of the soul of Mary. 


These are the two main reasons 


BY FR. IGNATIUS BRADY 
O.F.M. (3) 


usually mentioned by the fathers of 
the Church for the Assumption— 
our Lady’s purity, and her position 
as the mother of our Savior. 

Of these two, St. Bonaventure 
dwells more on the Divine mother- 
hood; for this sublime dignity, 
which is the primary reason for all 
the greatness of Mary, bestowed on 
her special gifts and privileges in 
life and in death. Jesus, whom 
Daniel the prophet spoke of as a 
stone cut out of a mountain without 
hands (2, 34), crowned Mary, the 
mountain from whom he was born, 
with a crown all her own, more 
precious than that of all creatures. 

From this we may gather, says 
our saint, that she was to be 
crowned and glorified not only in her 
soul but also in the body, from which 
Christ had taken flesh, so that she 
was assumed into Heaven both body 
and soul. 

More technically, the holy doctor 
advances a reason based on the ful- 
ness of beatitude and reward des- 
tined for Mary. Her heavenly 
beatitude as the Mother of God 
would not have been complete, did 
she not receive it as a person, pre- 
cisely as mother. But the human 
person, properly speaking, is not the 
soul by itself, but that being which 
is composed of soul and body. So, 
if Mary was to receive her full re- 
ward and, above all, was to occupy 
the place prepared for her as the 
Mother of God, she must have been 
taken up to glory in body also. 

The Triumphal Entry 

BUT RATHER THAN DELAY TOO 
long on such reasonings, which but 
strengthen what we believe by faith, 
let us hasten on to the vivid picture 
the Seraphic Doctor paints of the 


triumphant entry of our Queen into 
Heaven. 
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We believe with all our heart, he 
says in the third sermon for the 
feast of the Assumption, that on this 
day Mary ascending into Heaven 
was met not only by the King, but 
also by the whole heavenly court. 
“The angels fly ahead to behold their 
lady, the patriarchs rejoice to see 
their daughter, the apostles run to 
see their teacher, the martyrs to 
see her who encouraged them in 
their sufferings, the matrons and 
widows to behold their companion 
and sister, the religious women to 
see their superior and abbess.” 


Truly Mary could say, ““My abode 
is in the full assembly of saints” 
(Ecclus. 24, 16). To her can be 
applied what was said of Judith: 
“All ran to greet her, from the least 
to the greatest.” And her reply 
could have been: ‘Praise ye the 
Lord our God, who hath not for- 
saken them that hope in him; and in 


me, his handmaid, he hath fulfilled 
his mercy” (Judith 13, 18). 


Nor is this the full picture, for 
however great the reverence shown 
her by the saints, it is as nothing 
compared with the honor which the 
Creator bestows on her. She is 
met, so to speak, by the whole 
Trinity. “The blessed Trinity, O 
Mary, welcomed thee, the spouse of 
chaste love, the house wherein God 
had dwelt, the workshop of the 
wonders of the Holy Spirit.” 


The Father salutes in her the 
house of his majesty (Is. 60, 7), the 
Son the source of his lowliness in 
taking flesh, the Holy Ghost the 
shrine of his goodness, in which 
without let or measure he es- 
tablished the gifts of his graces, the 
storehouse wherein he gathered the 
wheat of his gifts, that in time of 
necessity they might be distributed 
to the needy (cf. Gen. 41, 47). 


A beautiful and glorious picture. 


-A consoling one for us, since in 


some such fashion will our soul be 
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met if we are friends of God and 
resemble our Lady. 

But Mary’s reception must neces- 
sarily be unique, for she is the 
mother and the queen, and is greeted 
as such by her Son. Of that meet- 
ing, Bonaventure uses the Scriptural 
account of Solomon’s salute to his 
mother as she entered the throne 
room: “The king arose to meet her, 
and bowed to her, and...a throne 
was set for the king’s mother, and 
she sat on his right hand” (8 Kings 
Zoat9), 

From Christ the King, Mary, the 
mother, received on her triumphal 
entry in Heaven a reception and 
greeting in keeping with her dignity 
as his mother. Even in glory Christ 
showed his mother filial reverence 
and love, as he does not cease now 
to listen to her pleas for us. Like 
Solomon, he caused a throne to be 
erected for Mary at his right hand, 
and there he placed her and crowned 
her queen and empress. 


The Coronation 


THUS ST. BONAVENTURE PUTS 
special emphasis on the Divine 
motherhood of Mary as the reason 
for the glorification bestowed on her 
in Heaven. As the mother of the 
most high ruler of all, she is in 
family and dignity the most noble 
of all creatures. Hence she was 
rightly exalted above all creatures 
and seated on a throne at the right 
hand of her Son. 

What we sing of her in a modern 
hymn, “Above all the Angels in 
glory enthroned,” the Seraphic 
doctor explains in vivid words. 
Mary is raised in glory, he says, far 
above the angels, those heavenly 
spirits of brightness so close to God. 
She has excelled them all in virtue, 
in grace, in the burning fire of her 
charity. She is raised above them 
all in glory, thereby giving to the 
heavenly city a new and _ special 
beauty. 

Gazing in spirit at such glory of 
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Mary, St. Bonaventure could not re- 
frain from crying out: “O dearly 
beloved brethren, the excellence and 
sublimity of the glorious Virgin so 
far surpasses man’s capacity that 
human words are unable to set it 
forth for us. The Holy Spirit him- 
self, who filled her with his gifts, 
is forced to fall back on figures and 
metaphors to reveal her glory to 
us.” 


How often, in doing so, does he 
not inspire the sacred writers to 
compare her to the sun. “The 
woman clothed with the sun, and the 
moon under her feet, and upon her 
head a crown of twelve stars,”’—so 
St. John describes her (Apoc. 12, 
1). Shining high in the heavens, 
is not the sun an apt likeness of 
Mary, whom God has set above all 
creatures? As the sun shines on all 
and gives light to all, so Mary in 
glory illumines the whole Church 
and the whole world. She drives 
out the darkness of heresy and 
temptation. She warms men’s 
hearts by her prayer, her example, 
her protection, through the great 
abundance of her charity. She 
causes us to grow in virtue, and 
nourishes in us the Divine life of 
sanctifying grace. 


Truly, ‘‘as the sun when it riseth 
to the world in the high places of 
God, so is the beauty of Mary for 
the ornament of the whole world of 
Heaven and earth” (cf. Ecclus. 26, 
DAI) ie 


In brief, Mary is set on high and 
crowned as queen of all because she 
is the mother of the King. “If her 
Son is the ruler of all, his mother 
will be, not a handmaid, but lady 
and queen, ruling all, whether of 
Heaven or of earth. ..All must honor 
her and bow before her, acknowledg- 
ing that her graces have flowed 
down to all.” 


With this in mind the saints cast 
their crowns before her throne, be- 
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cause they realize that they have 
been crowned by God and his holy 
mother, their queen. We of this 
earth must likewise acknowledge our 
debt to Mary, for without Mary how 
dark life’s journey would be. With- — 
out her how deformed the whole 
world! Take her away, and you 
must take away her Son also, and 
without him what is left but the 
ugliness of sin and the sinfulness of 
man? 


Our Advocate 


THOUGH MARY IS SO EXALTED IN 
glory, she is not forgetful or neglect- 
ful of us, her spiritual children, in 
this vale of tears. She is our glori- 
ous queen, but she is no less our 
mother and advocate. 

St. Bonaventure finds a happy in- 
dication in the Scriptural verse al- 
ready quoted: ‘A throne was set for 
the king’s mother, and she sat on his 
right hand.” 

What does this mean as referred 
to Mary? he asks. Why is she 
seated so close to the King, at his 
right hand? 


Why, save, first, that never was a © 
heart so close to the heart of the | 
King as Mary’s. Had he not lived | 
in her, close to her heart? Was not | 
her heart attuned to his throughout | 
life? Surely, then, she deserved a. 
throne next to the throne of the: 
King. Another reason, more di-» 
rectly affecting us, is Mary’s role of ' 
advocate, an office and dignity of ' 
our Lady constantly stressed by the : 
Seraphic teacher. One who has: 
such a role of pleading and reconcil- : 
ing should not be seated at a dis- 
tance, but close by, at the side of the } 
King and Judge, that she may’ 
whisper a word for us to the King; 
to obtain mercy and forgiveness. | 

Yes, Mary, our advocate, seated 
at the right hand of her Son, there 
pleads for us, intercedes for us “op-: 
portunely, importunely.” As she 
acted while on earth at the wedding 
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feast of Cana, so does she in Hea- 
ven, for that incident (John 2, 3-4) 
reveals to us the exceeding care and 
solicitude the Blessed Virgin has for 
the human race. She is seated at 
the right hand of the King as queen 
of all, but toward us she is more like 
a queen mother, the queen of mercy 
and kindness. 

In a way we may truly say that 
with her Son she has divided the 
kingdom of Heaven into the realms 
of justice and of mercy. \The best 
part Mary chose for herself, be- 
cause she has become the Queen of 
Mercy, while her Son has remained 
the King of Justice. The way to 
Jesus, therefore, is through the 
Virgin Mary, who as the Mother of 
Mercy intercedes for us with her 
Son and lessens the anger of God 
toward our sins. 

What need we do then but remind 
her in the words of St. Bernard: 
“Never was it known, O Mary, that 


Sanctity is not the saying of 
prayers; nor is it pious devotions; 
it is not mortification of the body: 
nor is it great activity in social ser- 
vice, teaching, writing, preaching, 
or deeds of charity. All these and 
similar actions are found in some 
holy persons, some of them are 
found in all holy persons; but all or 
some of them are also found in per- 
sons who are not notably holy.— 
McGarrigle, My Father’s Will. 

The author goes on to point out 
that holiness consists in embracing 
ever more fully God’s will and plea- 
sure. That is, too, the essence oe 
the Third Order spirit. 


Causes of Tertiary foundresses 
pending in Rome include that of 
Frances Anna Cicer Carbonell 
(1781-1855), who in 1851 founded 
the Institute of Sisters of Charity. 
She entered the Third Order at the 
age of seventeen.—L’Echo de Saint 
Francois. ® 
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man had recourse to thee and re- 
ceived no aid.” Contemplation of 
her office as our advocate, the sight 
of her throne at the right hand of 
the Judge, the remembrance of her 
past mercies to the human race, 
what truly can these engender save 
trustful confidence, ardent devotion, 
lasting conviction of the need all 
have of recourse to her loving pro- 
tection? 


For only through her, the gate of 
Heaven, can’ anyone come to glory, 
and without her no grace comes to 
earth. Unhappy the man that has 
no devotion to her. Happy those 
who love and imitate her, for they 
shall be filled with all good things. 


A Last Word 


SUCH IS THE WORD PICTURE, THE 
prose poem, St. Bonaventure gives 
of Our Lady. Perhaps more cor- 
rectly what we have sketched 
should be called a mosaic drawn 
from his various sermons, especial- 
ly those on the Assumption. 


As a summary and conclusion, as 
an explanatory note, let us say, for 
such a mosaic, we quote the advice 
our saint gave to a fellow friar: 


“You must remember to have at 
all times the highest reverence and 
affection for our glorious queen, the 
mother of our Lord, and to turn to 
her as your safest refuge in all your 
necessities and anxieties, begging 
her powerful protection, taking 
her as your advocate, entrusting 
your cause to her most devoutly and 
securely, for she is the Mother of 
Mercy. And daily you must show 
her some special little devotion. 


“But, that your devotion may be 
acceptable and your reverence pleas- 
ing to her, you must preserve your- 
self clean and chaste in mind and 
body in imitation of her, and strive 
with all your might to follow in her 
footsteps by humility and noes 
ness.’ 
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THE KORUM 


THE PREFACE 


A PEOPLE HOLY 
TO THE LORD 


BY FR. HELWICK KREWITT 
O.F.M. (5) 


The Eighth of a Series of Conferences on Married Life and the Mass. 


THE OFFERTORY HAS BEEN FIN- 
ISHED. The faithful have united 
their prayer with that of the priest, 
asking God to receive the gifts and 
hearts of all as an oblation to his 
greater glory andhonor. The silent 
prayer of the Secret has followed. 


Now the priest begins the Pre- 
face. He first greets the congrega- 
tion: “The Lord be with you.” “And 
Withe thy aspirit., “hattv-up. your 
hearts.” “We have lifted them up 
to the Lord’. “Let us give thanks 
to the Lord our God.” “It is meet 
and just.” “It is truly meet and 
just, right, and availing to salvation, 
that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to thee, O holy 
Lord, Father almighty, everlasting 
God, through Christ our Lord. 
Through whom the angels praise 
thy majesty, the dominions worship 
it, the powers are in awe. The 
heavens and the heavenly hosts, and 
the blessed seraphim join our voices 
also, while we say with lowly 
praise: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God 
of hosts. Heaven and earth are full 
of thy glory. Hosanna in the 
highest. Blessed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna 
in the highest.” 


Such are the words of the Pre- 
face, the prayer which precedes the 
sacrifice proper. It leads up to the 
Canon of the Mass, that most sub- 
lime series of prayers which immedi- 
ately precedes and follows the Con- 
secration at the Eucharistic sacri- 
fice. The Preface is the wonderful 
gate through which the faithful 
enter the inner sanctum of the re- 
newal of Christ’s death on the cross. 


1. The Rite and Its Meaning 


1. In the early times there were 
many different prefaces—more than 


three hundred. Each day and feast 
had its own. The number was later 
reduced considerably; about six 
hundred years ago there remained 
only eleven, though in recent years 
several more have been added. 

While these few are different as 
to their contents, each expressing 
the mystery of the respective season 
or feast, yet all are concluded with 
the Sanctus. 

But their similarity goes further. 
They all are filled with the thought 
of God’s infinite majesty and _ holi- 
ness, which exceeds all human com- 
prehension and makes us bow in 
awesome humility before the all-holy 
God. The words of the Sanctus 
come to us from days long passed. 
The prophet Isaias wrote them down 
two and a half milleniums ago as the 
wonderful echo here on earth of that 
celestial hymn of praise which is 
offered to God by the heavenly hosts. 


That hymn still is heard on earth 
and in Heaven, particularly since 
the Church has made it the glorious 
entrance to the Eucharistic sacrifice. 
It is to him who is thrice holy, that 
we offer this sublime act of worship. 


2. But do we always appreciate 
what this means?) Do we appreci- 
ate what God’s holiness means for 
us human beings? We know the 
words; we use them so frequently 
that their constant use may have ob- 
scured their inner meaning. It may 
be that these words pronounced by 
our lips are nothing but words to us, 
the pointed significance of which we 
no longer realize. 


God is holy, thrice holy. There 
is no stain in him, no evil thought, 
not the slightest trace of imperfec- 
tion. He is unspeakably pure in 
what he thinks, and does, and is. 
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_With all the power and might of 
his inner nature he hates sin. This 
hatred of sin in God is not accom- 
panied by any disquiet or surging 
passion. He hates sin not like an 
angry and calculating enemy; he 
stands hostile to it with all the in- 
finitely royal and supreme majesty 
of the Lord God, to whom evil has 
no access. His is a perfection that 
permeates the last and innermost 
roots of his nature. 


His perfection and holiness is es- 
sentially different from ours. We 
say of a person that he is good as 
long as he obeys the moral law, in- 
as much as he observes the Com- 
mandments. Yet God is not under 
any law; he himself, the way he is 
—that is the law. He does not keep 
any commandment, because he is the 
supreme commandment. 


Thus, if it were possible for the 
eighth of the Ten Commandments 
to come to life, with intellect and 
free will, it would be truthfulness 
personified,—iin other words, God. 
He is truthfulness itself, meekness 
itself, faithfulness and mercy, pa- 
tience and love. Whatever is good 
and sublime, God need not learn 
from a moral code, from any com- 
mandments, because he is all that. 
Here we have the meaning of the 
words that God is holy, thrice holy. 


This recognition of God’s holiness 
serves as a constant reminder for us 
to see in his holiness the lofty ideal 
to which we must aspire. Has he 
not said: “Be you holy, as I, your 
God, am holy’’? 


God’s holiness is not an attribute 
that keeps him apart from human 
beings. He has revealed his holi- 
ness to us so that we should become 
like him. His commandments, 
given on Mount Sinai, begin with the 
words “I am the Lord, thy God,” as 
if he wished to urge us: Direct your 
eyes to me. I am God, the Holy 
One. 
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And all the remaining command- 
ments without exception are special 
directives to show us what we must 
do to strive after this high ideal of 
conforming our life to his. They 
are like sign posts to the right roads, 
so that God’s holiness can be re- 
flected and made manifest in all our 
thoughts, words and actions. 


3. Yet his commandments would 
have been long forgotten if God did 
not speak to us again and again. 
The Decalog would have been lost in 
oblivion if there were not a voice in 
our interior always reminding us of 


it with clearly understandable 
promptings. This voice is our con- 
science. 


When God gave his ten command- 
ments, his voice sounded over the 
world for all nations, all countries, 
and alltimes. They were meant for 
all. And for all they have been 
written down in Holy Scripture. 


This voice, speaking to all men, is 
supplemented and finds its echo in 
another voice of God that speaks to 
every one individually; not amid 
thunder and the flashes of light- 
ning, but in stillness and secrecy. 
Yet this voice is just as penetrating, 
inescapable, firm, and inexorable as 
the voice from Sinai. 


God’s exhortations are directed to 
us in two ways: For all men in his 
commandments, for each one indi- 
vidually in the promptings of our 
conscience. Both are the voice of 
the same God, both remind us of his 
call: “Be you holy as I am holy.” 


And as the Seraphim bow before 
God’s infinite holiness and sing their 
“Holy, Holy, Holy’; as the priest 
pronounces this canticle in praise 
of God’s perfection and sanctity at 
the end of the Preface, in the Sanc- 
tus of the Mass; so must we join 
this heaven-inspired chorus by unit- 
ing our voices with that of the 
priest and the celestial hosts, say- 
ing: “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of 
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hosts.” And that not only when we 
attend the Mass, not only in our 
prayers, but above all by making our 
everyday life a living glorification of 
God. This is done particularly by 
always listening to and heeding his 
voice in our conscience. 


4. There is something strange 
about our conscience, this gentle and 
persistent voice in our heart. We 
can try as much as possible, we can- 
not force it. Once it has said, This 
is wrong and evil, we can refuse to 
obey and can say, I will do it just 
the same. But we cannot force our 
conscience to say, All right then, it 
is good. 


Of course, we can try to evade it, 
can attempt to betray it or circum- 
vent it with all sorts of trickery. 
But once we have recognized, This 
is not right, then no matter what we 
do, there will always remain deep in 
cur heart a disquieting feeling 
which makes us clearly and definite- 
ly understand: In spite of all, it is 
not right. 


That voice of conscience cannot 
be killed or destroyed. There is the 
possibility to dull it, through con- 
tinuous neglect and disregard. Yes, 
constant opposition to its directions 
may cause it to be scarcely heard at 
all at times. But there will always 
be an awakening, for it is God’s 
voice and cannot be silenced per- 
manently. And once the beats of 
our heart stop, then above all the 
voice of conscience will testify 
against us before the just Judge: I 
warned, I admonished, I reminded 
you of God’s holiness and all its 
entailing obligations, but it was all 
in vain, you did not listen to me. 


We do well to remember this as 
long as there is still time. Especi- 
aliy in our day. There was never a 
time when consciences had to suffer 
so much violence as in our days. 
Was evil ever excused as it is today? 
Did men ever try to call evil things 
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good and good things evil, as it is 
done at the present? Yes, in the 
name of freedom of conscience, the 
consciences of men are murdered 
and forcibly silenced. And how 
conscience is ridiculed by many! 
Yet, it is still alive, in spite of the 
ruthless attempts of cunning men. 
Would to God it would rise again in 
the hearts of all men, and speak to 
all with an ever increasing voice, till 
we all comprehend how great our 
guilt really is, till we realize that 
there is but one way to save us from 
utter disorder: to make our con- 
science the judge and master of all 
our life and its manifold activities. 


2. Conscience and Marriage 


This is particularly true when we 
consider the field of human endeavor 
which we have reflected on in these 
conferences—married life. 


1. At first sight it may seem 
strange to stress the necessity of 
basing married life on conscience. 
Yet it is not strange, although the 
advocates of a new moral code for 
married people keep insisting that 
this is just what they are doing. 
They go even further and reproach 
the Church for meddling in affairs 
which ought to be left to personal 
judgment. They accuse her of 
usurping a position of authority in 
matters which ought to be left to the 
individual conscience. 


These are grave and serious ac- 
cusations. No wonder that even 
Catholics waver in their convictions. 
What can we say in answer to this 
stand? Before we give the final an- 
swer we must first clarify a few 
things. 


Does the same word always mean 
the same thing? To be more exact, 
is the term conscience which figures 
in the attacks against the Church 
by these new “humanitarians”, real- 
ly the same thing that we mean 
when we mention the word? Is it 
God’s voice for them? Or is it just 
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another word, a mask for what 
might with greater justification be 
called license and self-gratification? 


We have seen above that it is pos- 
sible and not so very exceptional for 
a person to arrive at a point where 
his conscience is practically drowned 
cut, at least for the time being, by 
the loud and vicious appetites of un- 
bridled lust and indulgence. How 
can those speak of the freedom of 
conscience who do not believe in 
God’s existence or have such a vague 
idea of God that they think God 
leaves it to human beings to deter- 
mine their moral principles and 
laws? 


If the term conscience is used, let 
it not be misused and abused. For 
our conscience has dignity and in- 
alienable rights only inasmuch as it 
is God’s voice within us. If God is 
left out and not accepted as a living 
reality, there is no sense in giving a 
privileged position to one’s con- 
science, or what is called by this 
exalted name. 


It seems there are many who will 
never learn the lessons of the pres- 
ent chaos. They do not comprehend 
that it is not money, or might, or 
public opinion which must guide our 
actions, but our conscience. Only 
those things will last and have real 
value which are based upon God. 
Only that will be durable and valu- 
able which is deeply rooted in one’s 
own conscience, because our con- 
science is the voice of the thrice holy 
God. So, as long as the conscience 
of men is really alive, as long as it 
is not stifled by human respect or 
silenced by evil inclinations, it can- 
not contradict the teachings of the 
Church or the Ten Commandments. 
For God cannot contradict himself; 
particularly not in so vital and all- 
important a matter as married life. 


There can be only two solutions 
for the strange fact that advocates 
of the new moral code for marriage 
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appeal to the rights of conscience. 
They either do not believe in God 
and use a word which has taken on 
a meaning radically opposed to the 
Christian concept of conscience, or 
they have silenced their conscience 
by continuous disregard and dis- 
obedience to its precepts and an ever 
increasing human respect that 
leaves no possibility to listen to this 
inner voice of God. 


In either case they have no right 
to refer to conscience in man when 
they spread their unnatural and un- 
Christian principles in matters of 
married life. 


2. But defense is not enough. 
We must do more: we must restore 
the high dignity of conscience in all 
married people. That is the root of 
the evil in married life that prob- 
lems are not solved by obeying the 
dictates of conscience, but by giving 
way to the promptings of lust, or to 
reasons of convenience, pleasure, 
and modern fashion and vogue. 


In other words, we must see to it 
that God’s voice and authority is 
listened to and obeyed when he 
speaks to men through their con- 
science even though it may be 
easier to follow the siren song and 
the lawlessness of an unbelieving 
world and its minions. 


Naturally, the place to begin this 
reform of married life according to 
the precepts of conscience is not the 
married life of others but one’s own. 
Married people must learn to listen 
for the utterings and directions of 
their conscience. It is a sad fact 
that this needs to be pointed out. 
Yet a fact it is that many, too many 
indeed, have given up the habit of 
consulting their conscience in mat- 
ters of married life. They have 
been told—and the message is ac- 
cepted with willingness and eager- 
ness—that it is old-fashioned and 
out-of-date to permit one’s con- 
science to object to “scientific” solu- 
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tions of modern difficulties in mar- 
ried life. 


So the first duty of married 
people is to ask themselves in all 
things they do or intend: What does 
God say about this? What is the 
judgment of my conscience? Is this 
allowed and conformable to God’s 
will and intentions? 


A problem is not solved by using 
a remedy or solution that may be 
profitable or convenient or pleasing 
to the lower instincts. The all- 
important and decisive question is 
this: Is this in accordance with 
God’s commandments? Is this 
good? Can it be justified before 
God and his voice in my soul, my 
conscience? 


If our conscience decides, No, it 
is not permitted, it may not be done; 
if our conscience says: It is evil and 
wicked, it does not matter whether 
a thing is practical or seemingly 
advantageous, it must be rejected. 
So-called modern people may scoff 
at conscientious married people. 
Temptation may try them and 
whisper into their ears: Don’t be so 
foolish, others do it and get away 
with it, why burden yourself with 
new and trying responsibilities? 


If married people know their 
dignity and realize God’s voice in 
the voice of conscience, they will be 
firm and resolute in their answer: 
It is against our conscience and 
therefore wrong. 


Unless such an attitude takes hold 
of married people, at least of those 
who call themselves Christians, all 
attempts to restore the dignity of 
marriage and the family, no matter 
how well meant they are, will be 
futile. It must again become the 
firm conviction of all who live in 
holy wedlock that everything done 
in married life against the dictates 
of conscience, is revolt against the 
holy God. As such it will prove a 
disaster to man’s dignity and worth, 
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and will bring on fatal results for 
society. 


On the other hand, let all married 
Christians know that each fight in 
accordance with the promptings of 
conscience is a fight for the good of 
all. Each sacrifice willingly made 
by people in married life to the voice 
of conscience, is a substantial con- 
tribution toward the restoration of 
Christian Marriage. Each advance 
made in response to God’s voice in 
our heart, is a great help in rebuild- 
ing the solid foundations of holy 
Matrimony. 


So the spirit of the Preface and 
the Sanctus, with its constant re- 
minder of God’s inner holiness and 
the voice of the holy God in our con- 
science, will help married people 
make their marital union a school 
of sanctity and perfection, provided 
that they thus take part in the Eu- 
charistic sacrifice and take home 
from it willingness and readiness 
always to listen for and to God’s 
voice in their conscience. ® 


El Eco Franciscano for January 
1944, published at Santiago de Com- 
postela Spain, gives the following 
totals—‘‘still incomplete’”—for male 
religious slain by the reds in the 
civil war: 


216 Franciscans, 95 Capuchins, 35 
Capuchin Tertiaries, 213 Augustin- 
ians, 46 Benedictines, 145 Carme- 
lites, 12 Camillians, 144 Dominicans, 
300 Esculapians, 15 Oratorians, 159 
Christian Brothers, 179 Jesuits, 95 
Hospitalers of St. John, 15 Marian- 
ists, 10 Marists, 26 Mercedarians, 3 
Minims, 11 Sacred Heart Fathers, 
266 Missionaries of the Heart of 
Mary, 23 Oblates, 35 Passionists, 21 
Redemptorists, 101 Salesians, 


13 | 


Trappists, 21 Trinitarians, and 152 | 


from five other institutes which this 
writer cannot identify in the Eng. 
lish equivalent. e 
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PERSONAL SACRAMENTALS 


HALLOWING 
WHAT SIN DEFILES 


BY FR. PHILIP MARQUARD 
O.F.M. (5) 


The Highth of a Series of Conferences on the Sacramentals 


THE CHURCH IN HER SOLICITUDE 
for you has various blessings to 
bestow on you on different occasions 
in your life. These blessings con- 
sist of appropriate solemn prayers 
by which the Church calls on God 
to confer some spiritual or temporal 
favor on you. Like all sacramen- 
tals, these blessings are backed by 
the intercessory power of the 
Church. 

Their number is many. Here we 
will consider a few of the more im- 
portant among them. 


1. Blessings for the Sick 


You readily recall Christ’s sincere 
concern for the sick. His hand was 
never too tired to bless any of them. 
In imitation of Christ the Church 
has given priests a special blessing 
to impart to the sick. One entire 
division of the Ritual is devoted to 
the sick. Here among other things 
is a formal pastoral visitation of the 
sick, a blessing for sick adults, and 
a special blessing for sick children. 


1. The pastor’s formal visitation 
of the sick is an impressive and en- 
couraging ceremony. With holy 
water the priest blesses the sick 
_ person and the house before he reads 
the special prayers. These prayers 
are very numerous. In this way a 
wide choice is open to the priest. 

Included among them are various 
readings from the Gospel of Christ. 
Of these perhaps the most widely 
used is the beginning of the Gospel 
according to St. John, which is the 
last gospel at holy Mass. 

There is a special leaflet entitled 
Visitation of the Sick published by 
Dadant and Sons of Hamilton Illi- 
nois. It is entirely in English, and 
copies may be obtained gratis by 
merely writing to the publishers. 


The prayers it contains are from 
The Priest’s New Ritual. It also 
gives the necessary instructions, so 
that the average layman can make 
suitable preparations for the priest, 
and also understand the ceremony. 


In the prayers both spiritual and 
physical benefits are requested for 
the sick. Part of one prayer reads: 
“Grant, O Lord God, we beseech 
thee, that this thy servant may en- 
joy continual health of body and 
soul, and through the glorious inter- 
cession of Blessed Mary, ever Vir- 
gin, be freed from his present sor- 
row and enjoy eternal gladness.” 


The rite closes with the priest 
extending his right hand while he 
recites a special form of blessing: 
“They shall lay their hands on the 
sick, and they shall recover. May 
Jesus, the Son of Mary, the Lord 
and Redeemer of the world, through 
the merits and intercession of his 
holy Apostles Peter and Paul and 
all his saints, show thee favor and 
mercy.” The opening words of 
this blessing recall the powers 
given to the Apostles by Christ as is 
reported in the Gospel. 


2. A sick child receives a special 
blessing from the Church. Psalm 
112 in honor of the Keeper of little 
ones is among these prayers. 


One invocation also brings to 
mind Christ’s raising of the daugh- 
ter of Jairus from the dead and 
asks God: “Extend thy right hand 
upon this thy servant who at this 
tender age is ill, that being restored 
to health and vigor he may come to 
fulness of age, and all the days of 
his life ever thank and serve thee 
faithfully.” 


There is also a particular blessing 
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and consecration of a child to St. An- 
thony. A child does not have to be 
ill to receive this blessing, but it is 
more commonly bestowed on the sick 
than on the healthy. It can be given 
at any time. 


The prayer of the blessing runs 
as follows: “O Lord Jesus Christ, 
Son of the living God, begotten be- 
fore all ages, yet who in time didst 
wish to be an infant and didst love 
the innocence of children; who lov- 
ingly didst receive the children 
brought to thee and didst bless 
them; who also didst descend as a 
child into the arms of St. Anthony: 
shower upon this child thy blessing 
of sweetness, grant that wickedness 
may not affect its intellect, and be- 
stow upon it through the interces- 
sion of St. Anthony, under whose 
protection and patronage this child 
is placed, the grace to grow in age, 
wisdom, and grace, and always to 
become more pleasing to thee. Who 
livest and reignest with God the 
Father in unity with the Holy Ghost, 
God, forever and ever. Amen.” 


3. The Church blesses not only the 
sick themselves, but also their bed, 
linens, bandages, and ambulances. 
It goes to prove the Church’s special 
interest in the sick. This is quick- 
ly recognized from the prayers of 
the blessings. In praying over the 
sickbed linens, the priest asks that 
those who are covered with these 
cloths and linens, may merit health 
of mind and body. 


Christ’s all-embracing power of 
healing is mentioned in the blessing 
of the ambulance. He is petitioned 
that the sick carried in the ambu- 
lance may arrive safely at the hos- 
oe or other institution for the 
sick. 


All priests can relate incidents of 
how these prayers of the Church for 
the sick have done untold good for 
the latter. Many a sick person 
shows visible signs of improvement 
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after these particular blessings. 
Repeatedly a priest hears it said: 
Father, since you have visited my 
son and said the prayers of the 
Church over him, he is steadily re- 
covering. 


These prayers and blessings are 
true sacramentals empowered with 
the intercessory power of the 
Church. They prepare the souls of 
men to receive the special graces of 
God. 


2. A Mother’s Blessing 


All through her history the 
Church has had a particular regard 
for mothers and motherhood. At 
the present time, when the pagans 
are shouting from the housetops in 
the attempt to smother all the good- 
ness of motherhood, the Church is 
by no means reticent about cham- 
pioning the cause of Christian 
motherhood. 


1. To assist a mother in her noble 
duty, the Church has a special bless- 
ing for her before childbirth as well 
as after it. The excuses for the 
practice of birth control are legion. 
But all of them for the most part 
can be supplied with crutches, be- 
cause they are fairly lame. Behind 
them all is a lack of faith and con- 
fidence in God. 


As our Holy Father Pope Pius 
XII has said: “Our troubles have 
one bitter root, terrible in its fer- 
tility, and that root is ignoring God’s 
majesty, complete neglect of his 
heavenly commandments.” Today 
the people you meet on the street are 
not atheists. They do not deny that 
God exists. But they practice 
practical atheism, which says that 
God does not count. 


If more women prayed for an in- 
crease of faith and used the many 
spiritual means placed at their dis- 
posal by Christ and his Church, 
much of the dread of childbirth 
would disappear. Take for instance 
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this prayer in the blessing of a 
woman before childbirth: 


“Lord God, Creator of all, strong 
and terrible, just and merciful, who 
alone art good and holy; who didst 
deliver Israel from all evil, making 
our forefathers indebted to thee, 
and sanctifying them by the hand 
of thy Spirit; who didst prepare, 
through the cooperation of the Holy 
Ghost, the body and soul of the glor- 
ious Virgin Mary that she merited 
to become a worthy dwelling place 
of thy Son; who didst sanctify St. 
John the Baptist through the Holy 
Ghost and make him leap for joy in 
the womb of his mother: receive 
the sacrifice of a contrite heart and 
the fervent desire of thy handmaid 
humbly begging for the welfare of 
the child which thou hast given her 
to conceive; guard thy portion and 
defend her from all craft and injury 
of the enemy; that by the hand of 
the obstetrician and thy mercy her 
offspring may come prosperously to 
this light of day, be preserved for 
the holy regeneration, always serve 
thee in all things, and merit to ob- 
tain eternal life.” 


Even if the child should be lost, 
deep faith will be able to meet the 
sorrow. The Tertiary mother of 
the Little Flower lost four of her 
children. After the death of her 
fourth child she said: “When I 
closed the eyes of my four dear little 
children and prepared them for bur- 
ial, I was indeed grief-stricken, but 
thanks to God’s grace I have always 
been resigned to his will. I do not 
regret the pains and the sacrifices 
which I underwent for them. People 
say to me, It would have been much 
better if you had not given birth to 
those whom you lost so soon after 
their coming. I cannot endure such 
sentiments. I do not find that my 
pains and sacrifices can at all out- 
weigh or compare with the eternal 
happiness of my little ones, eternal 
happiness which of course would 
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never have been theirs had they 
never been born. Life is short, and 
soon I shall find my little ones again 
in Heaven.” 

2. The blessing of a mother after 
childbirth is called churching. It 
is an act of gratitude to God for the 
gift of motherhood. This ceremony 
is undoubtedly based on the Jewish 
purification ceremony, especially 
Mary’s purification. 

The word purification, however, 
by. no means. implies here that a 
mother incurred any defilement 
through bearing a child. Mary 
stands for purity itself, and yet she 
fulfilled the rites of this ceremony. 
It is merely a solemn way of render- 
ing thanksgiving for the preserva- 
tion of health, and begs God’s con- 
tinual protection for the mother and 
child through the merits and inter- 
cession of Mary. 

Carrying a lighted candle, the 
mother is received by the priest at 
the church door. She is led into 
the church. Then the priest, as she 
kneels at the communion rail, prays 
over her: “Almighty, everlasting 
God, who through the delivery of 
the blessed Virgin Mary hast turned 
into joy the pains of the faithful in 
childbirth, look mercifully upon this 
thy handmaid, that she may merit 
to arrive, together with her off- 
spring, at the joys of everlasting 
happiness.” 

In this and in other ways the 
Church shows her interest in any of 
her members smitten with pain or 
sickness. St. Francis caught this 
spirit of the Church and showed the 
greatest concern for those in pain 
or need. This same solicitude he 
was anxious to pass on to his follow- 
ers. He said: “As a mother loves 
and nurses her carnal child, even 
more should you love and care for 
your spiritual brethren.” 

You can fulfil this in no better 
way than by bringing them the 
blessings and prayers of the 
Church. e 
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RESPECT FOR AUTHORITY 
This Catholic Action Inquiry is offered by Peter Lyons. 


THE PROBLEM: RESPECT FOR 
authority in every field is suffering 
from wanton disregard. It is con- 
sidered smart and daring to buck 
established order. The _ so-called 
new form -of expressive education 
has a tendency to make little gods 
of men. No repression, all expres- 
sion is the cry of the day. From 
the age of two, when it is considered 
cute, to the age of manhood and 
womanhood, when it is considered 
smart, many human wills grow wild 
like weeds until they think they are 
almighty. 


The well-being of all our institu- 
tions, social or otherwise, from the 
family to the largest nation, de- 
pends for continued life on due re- 
spect for authority. Utter disre- 
gard for authority can undermine 
any existing institution and bring 
it tumbling down. It is the typical 
work of a Communist. Our coun- 
try, your city, even your home may 
have a little communist tearing out 
the foundation by sowing the seeds 
of disrespect for authority. It is 
high time to take alarm. 


Observe: Do you and your friends 
respect your parents? How do they 
show it? How do they fail? What 
is the reason for disrespect? Lack 
of supernatural faith? Failure of 
parents to measure up? How do 
they speak about parents to others? 
Do they go to their parents for ad- 
vice, or do they think their parents 
do not understand conditions, are 
behind the times? Do they openly 
insult their parents and disregard 
them in conversation? Are they 
grateful for past sacrifices made by 
their parents? 


What do your friends think of the 
authority of the Church? Does 


their attitude toward the clergy in- 
dicate that they respect them? How 
do they cooperate with the ordinary 
parish regulations? 


What do they © 


think about the Church’s power to _ 


legislate in matters of marriage, 
fasting, and the ilke? 


Do they 


constantly criticize everything com- | 


ing from the pulpit? 


Are public officials respected? 
What about the laws and ordinances 
they make? Do most people accept 
tax laws as a necessity for the com- 
mon good? Or are tax laws con- 
stantly flouted? What is their mo- 
tive in obeying laws? Fear of be 
ing caught? 


What about the regulations at 
work? Are they ridiculed? Is 
there grumbling? Or is there a 
cheerful spirit and an effort to con- 
tribute to the common good? 


Judge: What does the Fourth 
Commandment embrace? Whom is 
it for? What blessing is annexed 
to it? 


Where does all authority come 
from? Who stands behind the 
person in authority? Give exam- 
ples of Christ’s attitude toward the 
civil law. Give examples of Christ’s 
attitude towards authority. Do 
you think the modern trend is 
toward Christ’s ideals? 


Acti: By word and example try to 
uphold all authority. Try to spread 
the spirit of oneness. Speak of it 
to your friends. Tell them of the 
great plea for Christ for unity and 
show how necessary this is in every 
field of endeavor. The greatest 
unifying force in the world is the 
Holy Eucharist. Make an effort to 
get others to accompany you to this 
source of unity. ® 
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PROMOTION OF THE LITURGY IN 
the Third Order is just another 
phase of the role it is playing as an 
organ of social reform. In this role 
it must ever retain the spirit of its 
sainted founder as he disclosed it in 
ithe task of rebuilding Christ’s 
| Church. The order must begin with 
itself. 


But more than this, the Third 

| Order, individuals as well as frater- 

nities and no less congresses, must 

bear in mind that whatever social 

‘reform the order undertakes, it 
must take the religious approach. 


For this reason a purely mechan- 
ical study and the literal liturgical 
practice of the ceremonies will not 

bring about the promotion of the 
Liturgy in the Franciscan sense. 
Of course, any efforts in this line, in 
order to be effective, must follow 
definite rules—rules the Church has 
laid down for us. So the scientific 
foundation will be simply to study 
the rubrics. 


But deep appreciation of the spir- 
itual meaning of the rubrics, and 
consequent application of this 
meaning to the Tertiary’s daily life 
will be the effective driving force 
for promotion of the Liturgy in the 
Third Order. 


In the dialog Mass, for example, 
the ordinary promotor of the Litur- 
gy would rest at ease and feel he 
had done his part after he had 
learned what prayers are to be said 
in common, when to rise, kneel, sit, 
stand. But for the Tertiary, in his 
Franciscan way of promoting the 
Liturgy, there is more to it than 
such robot cooperation. 


For him the dialog Mass will be 
an occasion for closer union with 
the priest at the altar in offering 
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: PROMOTION OF THE LITURGY 
The meaning and its application are what count, says Fr. Clete Adams T.OJR. (12). 


the Divine sacrifice of the Mass. 
In going to church, he will keep in 
mind the opening words, “I shall ap- 
proach to the altar of God,” and the 
thought will keep him humble in his 
unworthiness, and happy in his 
great privilege, a privilege he will 
avail himself of the more he appre- 
ciates his great need. 


In response to the celebrant’s 
Orate Fratres, the Tertiary will say 
with his heart as well as with his 
lips: “May the Lord receive this 
sacrifice from thy hands to his own 
praise and glory, for my assistance, 
and that of his entire holy Church.” 
Saying the “Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord God of Sabaoth,” he will re- 
call that as a child of God, a mem- 
ber of Christ’s Church, and a fol- 
lower of St. Francis, he too must be 
holy, and teach others to be holy, 
through his example. 


“Lamb of God who takest away 
the sins of the world, have mercy 
on us”, will be the Tertiary’s plea 
for mercy in his own regard as well 
as in the regard of his fellow men. 
In his heart the Tertiary will say: 
“O Lord, I am not worthy that thou 
shouldst enter into my soul; say but 
the word, and my soul shall be 
healed.” But realizing his total un- 
worthiness, he will begin to make 
his unworthiness a little less, by 
earnest practice of his spiritual 
duties. 


With this personal participation 
in the dialog Mass, the Tertiary will 
be doing his individuual share in 
promoting the Liturgy. His efforts, 
multiplied by the number from the 
fraternity attending the Mass, will 
be the fraternity’s part in the far- 
reaching and effective promotion of 
the Liturgy by the order. 6 
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THE SPIRITUAL WORKS OF MERCY 
A congenial Tertiary field of work, says Fr. Raymond Oosdyke O.M.C (16). 


To THE GENUINE TERTIARY THE 
words “being Christlike”’, “striving 
for Christian perfection,” have been 
translated into everyday actions. 
He understands that Tertiaries are 
not people that never commit sin, 
but they are a class of people that 
having committed sin, do much 
about it. They not only confess 
their sins and resolve firmly not to 
fall again, but they perform pen- 
ance, by which they take away the 
temporal punishment due to sins 
forgiven in the sacrament of Pen- 
ance. 

If sin stains the soul and confes- 
sion takes away sin, the Tertiary 
wishes to remake as far as possible 
the place where the stain was. If 
confession is a spot remover, pen- 
ance removes even the traces of the 
sin. In short, penance cleanses the 
soul to shimmering’ whiteness. 

One of the finest means to take 
away the temporal punishment due 
to sin, along with prayer, fasting 
and almsgiving, are the spiritual 
works of mercy. It may not be 
amiss to recall these spiritual works 
of mercy. 

They are seven, the first of which 
is to admonish the sinner. How 
many Tertiaries hide behind the ex- 
cuse that they themselves are not 
perfect and therefore have no right 
to admonish their neighbor who is 
living in sin. This is an utterly 
false attitude. We are our neigh- 
bor’s keeper in many ways. If we 
were a little ill, for example, this 
would not keep us from going to the 
aid of our neighbor whose leg is 
broken. How many sinners might 
come back to Christ if Tertiaries in 
all charity and tact reminded them 
of the mercy of God and helped 
them back to confession. 

The second of the spiritual works 
of mercy is to instruct the ignorant. 
Never before was there such pro- 


found ignorance of God. By word | 
and by spreading Catholic litera- | 
ture Tertiaries could do much to 
bring others to the light and king- © 
dom of God. | 

Another of the spiritual works of — 
mercy is to counsel the doubtful. 
Often it is astounding to see the | 
state of doubt others are in with re- 
gard to moral problems and some- 
times with regard to things of the 
faith. 

What a chance, too to practice the 
spiritual work of mercy which tells 
us to comfort the sorrowful. Within 
a block of your home there is plenty 
of sorrow. This horrible war has 
caused and will cause more sorrow 
than any of nature’s most dreadful 
catastrophes. 

The idea of bearing wrongs pa- 
tiently has almost disappeared from 
the earth; yet it was commanded by 
Christ, and the Church includes it 
as a spiritual work of mercy. How 
perfect is your charity? You may 
measure your love of God by your 
ability to bear wrongs patiently. 

One of the most revolutionary of 
God’s teachings is contained in his 
admonition to forgive all injuries. 
Anger and uncharitableness would 
not be so great a part of our con- 
fession if we practiced this work of 
mercy. 

The last and easiest of all the 
spiritual works of mercy and the 
one most performed, is to pray for 
the living and the dead. Tertiaries 
are to observe this work of mercy as 
part of their pledged rule. 

Take up these labors of mercy. 
Listen not to nature’s promptings. 
Fear not your personal pride, what 
people will say. To fear is to fore- 
go the reward, to miss the chance 
of a Christlike life, of an errand 
after the heart of St. Francis, after 
the very heart and spirit of your 
rule. ® 
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GOD’S HELPERS 


Fr. Fabian Merz 0.F.M. (5) wonders about vocations, and what God’s vineyard will de 
without them, 


THERE IS A SPIRITUAL AXIOM THAT 
where there is need, God will sup- 
ply the means and the help. You 
have seen it work again and again. 
So have I. But at times I cannot 
seem to control my fear when I look 
at present conditions in the matter 
of vocations. 


Only think of the great number 
of priests and religious killed in the 
present war on the battlefield as 
well as at home. Some have died 
on the battle front. Some have 
died in concentration camps. Some 
have met death by bombings and 
disease, war’s inevitable companion. 
The supply of vocations is vanish- 
ing. 

There is also the fact that in so 
many countries for quite some 
years of this war seminaries are 
closed or greatly reduced. The 
seminarians actual and potential are 
soldiers now. Not much chance 
that they can ascend the steps to 
the altar for some time to come, if 
at all. 


These latter conditions seem to 
prevail especially in those countries 
which before the war were especi- 
ally mission-minded. So many of 
the missionaries were Belgian, 
Dutch, French, German, Italian. 
What about after the war? For 
the service of their home country 
itself, not to speak of the missions? 

All the world is looking to the 
United States. South America is 
calling now Acvording to our spir- 
itual maxim, there should be an im- 
mense jump in vocations. And the 
facts? 


Yesterday the mother superior of 
a small convent of nuns discussed 
the problem with me. Their com- 
munity, one of the largest in this 
diocese, has not a single postulant 
at the moment. The problem is 


country-wide. Is our Savior failing 
us? That cannot be. My hope is, 
that, as school is ended and 
thoughts turn to vocations, there 
may be many who will remember 
the needs of the missions. 


The Lord loveth a cheerful giver 
indeed. But it may be not your gift 
that he wants, but you. It is not 
the gift of the lover, but the love 
of the giver that counts. And great- 
er love we cannot show than to give 
ourselves. Finally, all the world, 
even though you could give it, 
would not be equal to you. 


Do you think the great Mission- 
ary might be calling you to help out 
his work? We know the need. We 
know that he will supply. But in 
all his work, he counts on our coop- 
eration. You are not by any chance 
holding back, are you, when you 
feel the tug at your heart? 


No, let me not fear. I still be- 
lieve that when Mother Church is 
in need, our Savior will supply. It 
was true in his day on earth, it still 
is true, it probably always will be 
true, that “the harvest is great but 
the laborers are few.” But it is 
rarely been so true as now that the 
laborers are exceptionally few, and 
need recruiting so badly. Let us 
cooperate. 


At least all of us can fulfill our 
Savior’s concluding exhortation: 
“Pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest that he send forth laborers 
into his harvest.” 


You may have grand ideas of see- 
ing yourself in this or that attrac- 
tive field of military service for men 
or women, of flying ships on sea or 
over land. But may it not be that 
God’s army is calling you? Will 
you join up with his great mission 
band? ® 
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SERVING SERVICEMEN 
One helpful, approved way is discussed here by Fr. Philip Marquard O.FM. (5). 


ONE OF THE MOST HELPFUL OR- 
GANIZATIONS for our military forces 
is the Chaplains’ Aid Association. 
When you support this organiza- 
tion, you bring Christ and his 
graces to servicemen. 

1. The Chaplains’ Aid Associa- 
tion is a supply bureau for every- 
thing needed in the chaplains’ min- 
istrations to the men in the service. 
It tries to supply chaplains with re- 
ligious equipment of every kind, 
from Mass kits to Stations of the 
Cross. To date it has given our 
chaplains over three thousand Mass 
kits, 400,000 rosaries, over one mil- 
lion prayer books, and thousands of 
other religious articles. 


This organization was founded by 
Rev. John J. Burke C.S.P., in 1917, 
when the United States entered the 
first world war. Now it is a firm 
national organization, with head- 
quarters in New York City. The 
board of officers and trustees in- 
cludes archbishops, bishops, and 
leading Catholic lay women. 


The work is constantly expand- 
ing. Each mail brings appeals 
from chaplains stationed as. far 
north as the Aleutians and as far 
south as Australia. With the motto 
“Pro Deo et Patria—For God and 
Country,” it is doing apostolic work. 
For this reason most of the provin- 
cial commissaries of the Third 
Order in the United States have re- 
commended its hearty support to 
their Tertiaries. 

2. Perhaps you think, What can I 
do to help this undertaking? 


There are two things you can do 
besides praying, namely, offer your 
personal services or become a con- 
tributing member. 

The work is not difficult. It con- 
sists in plain, neat sewing. The 
association will send you free a 


complete set of altar linens to sew 
according to certain specifications. 
The simple instructions are sent 
with each set of linens. When they 
are finished, you return them to the 
association. Of course if you wish, 
you may make a donation of thir- 
teen dollars to cover the expense of 
the linens. 

But the association is more in- 
terested in obtaining volunteers for 
this sewing. Many more volunteers 
are needed. You can do a good 
work just by trying to interest some 
good woman in this sewing. Often 
shut-ins and other handicapped 
people are only too anxious to do 
this type of apostolic work. 

You can be instrumental in start- 
ing a club in your parish to carry on 
the work. 

Through contributions of a cer- 
tain amount you become a member 
of the association. There are six 
such memberships rated by contri- 
butions ranging from one dollar to 
one thousand dollars. The three 
lower memberships are annual, and 
are renewed every year. 


Any amount contributed in any 
way to this work is well invested. 

No matter how little time and 
means you can spend in the interest 
of the association, it means a great 
deal. Through your interest you 
are bringing Christ to the men and 
women serving your country. There- 
fore you are winning the blessing 
of St. Francis who gave up all to 
bring Christ to others. e. 


To eat a morsel of food under 
obedience to his will, is an act im- 
measurably more glorifying to God 
and more profitable to ourselves 
than to convert all Asia in disobe- 
dience to his will.—McGarrigle, MS 
Father’s Will. 
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WHAT ARE YOU READING? 


This page tells of ways and means of promoting good reading. 


No TERTIARY IS A TERTIARY FOR 
himself alone. He will be a promo- 


‘ ter of what is good, or he will not be 


living up to his pledged rule. 

Naturally, let him begin with 
himself and his home—reading the 
right things, stocking his home with 
the right literature, drastically eli- 
minating the enemy’s propaganda 
ony with a capital E it should 

e. 

But there are ways of spreading 
good literature and helping others 
get a taste for it. 

There is, for example, such a 
thing as a Catholic reading club—a 


few Tertiary friends, or neighbors, 


or acquaintances gathering for a 
cosy home evening, discussing the 
latest in favorite Catholic newspa- 
pers or magazines or books. 

Meet every week, or two weeks, 
at someone’s home in your circle, 
and more or less formally or in- 
formally talk over something of 
more than local interest from this 
or that weekly or monthly paper or 
review; or some worthwhile book. 

Take turns at it. Only Catholic 
publications and their contents to 
be discussed. Such a thing as just 
comparing notes on what periodi- 
cals or books you have at home, or 
have once read, would make an in- 
teresting evening, might lead to ex- 
change of these publications among 
you (—only, for conscience sake, 
give things back again, and soon!) 

Do this right, and the members 
of your club (four, seven, ten, 
scarcely more), each with a sub- 
scription or book of his own, can 


Not he is the happier who has 
had the longer life, but he who has 
prudently turned all his efforts to 
his eternal benefit—vVen. Paul 
Heath O.F.M. 


keep informed on a pretty good 
cross section of Catholic literature. 


In managing such clubs it is not 
good to let rivalry get started 
among the members as regards en- 
tertainment. So far as possible let 
there be the same length of time, 
the same refreshments, the same 
costs in every way, the same fea- 
tures, regardless of at whose home 
the gathering is held. Change the 
features only after the round has 
been made, again to go the round. 


Of course, if you see a way of 
reaching out for “bigger stuff’, ex- 
panding an exclusive club of the 
sort into a comprehensive parish or 
society affair, so much the better. 


For my part, such a purpose for 
society and parochial meetings has 
it all over the twaddle and nonsense 
which too often characterize such 
affairs. There simply is not time 
at Sunday services to bring out ev- 
evrything of vital interest to an en- 
ergetic Catholic. Among the things 
that cannot be so brought out and 
yet are of paramount interest are 
the current things Catholics should 
and should not read. 


Hence the reason for the exist- 
ence of clubs and institutions of the 
sort described. 


No basic objection, either, to ex- 
panding the scope to include dis- 
cussion of movies and stage plays; 
if you wish, also general best sellers. 
Only, beware here of defeating the 
purpose of the whole idea, which is, 
to keep you from patronizing such 
things. 


For that reason depend for your 
verdict on the verdict of reliable 
Catholic critics in the Catholic 
press, the Legion of Decency, the 
National Organization for Decent 
Literature, and similar time-saving 
and grief-sparing institutions. @ 
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ST. ROSE OF VITERBO 
1235-1252 


The eighth of a series on the Lives of Franciscan Saints for Cordists, by Fr. Juvenal 
Emanuel O.F.M. (5). 


WHEN ST. ROSE WAS’ THREE 
years old, her aunt died. Touched 
by the grief of the family, the child 
went up to the coffin, raised her 
eyes in silent prayer, and then put 
her hand on the body of her aunt, 
calling her by name. The dead 
woman opened her eyes and em- 
braced the child that had brought 
her back to life. 

God wrought many wonders 
through St. Rose in the short span 
of her life. She was only seventeen 
when she died. 

At the age of ten, on the bidding 
of the Blessed Virgin, Rose entered 
the Third Order by a special privi- 
lege. Shortly after, she beheld our 
Lord nailed to the cross. He told 
Rose that his great love for men 
had caused him his suffering; that 
sin had crucified him. 

The vision made a deep impres- 
sion on the little girl. She took a 
crucifix and went out on the streets 
of Viterbo, publicly proclaiming the 
sufferings of our Savior and the 
grievousness of sin. Throngs of 
people crowded to hear her. Being 
so tiny, she would get up on a stone 
so that she could be seen and heard. 
At times, when the crowd was un- 
usually large, the stone on which 
she stood, would rise and hang sus- 
pended in the air while the powerful 
little preacher exhorted the people 
to penance. 

During her short life time she 
brought whole towns back to repen- 
tance and to the love of God. This 
helpless, frail young girl accom- 
plished in a few years what even 
learned priests could not do. Just 
another example of how God uses 
the little and humble to confound 
the great. 

Do not think that St. Rose did 
not work very hard for what she 


achieved. She spent hours each 
day in prayer. She performed 
great penances. Even as a wee 
child, instead of eating all her food, 
she would fast and save as much as 
she could to feed the hungry. 

One day as she was leaving the 
house with bread in her apron for 
the poor, she ran into her father. 
He was a good man, and pleased 
with his child’s charity. But he 
thought Rose was going too far, and 
starving herself. He asked sharp- 
ly, “What are you carrying off 
now?” The child was frightened. 
But respectfully, with big pleading 
eyes, she unfolded the apron. It 
was full of beautiful roses! How 
the good father’s heart rejoiced at 
this sign from God approving his 
daughter’s charity. He understood 
how God takes care of those who 
are good to his needy children. 

St. Rose proves that we do not 
have to reach old age to become 
saintly. By the miracles worked 
through St. Rose God shows how 
pleased he is when a person devotes 
to him the early years of life. 
Postponing holiness till one is ad- 
vanced in years of life, is like say- 
ing to God: T’ll have a good time 
first, and when I get older you can 
have what is left of my life. 

That is a rotten deal. God has a 
right to our whole life. After all 
he gave it to us to use for him. 
He could force us to serve him. 
But he does not do that. He wants 
to win us with his love, wants us to 
love him in return of our own ac- 
cord as did St. Rose. 

And children can love God as 

easily and deeply as grownups. The 
love of children is especially pleas- 
ing to God. It springs from inno- 
cent hearts. How God treasured 
the purity and love of Rose of 
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Viterbo, we can see also from the 
fact that her body is incorrupt 


through all these seven hundred 
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years down to the present time. 
Give God the flower, the springtime 
of your life. © 


LEADERS MUST READ 


A BOOK FOR THE TERTIARY LIBRA- 
RY, study club, or Catholic Action 
group is National Patriotism in Pa- 
pal Teaching, by Rev. John J. 
Wright (Newman Bookshop, $3.50, 
400 pages). 


It discusses the nature of patriot- 
ism and its legitimate objects, the 
obligations of patriotism, and the 
relation between local patriotism 
and international order. As will 


- be seen, it is a book both timely and 
- enlightening, at the same time that 
- it is well grounded and reasoned on 


Catholic principle while it is pointed 
in application to suit modern pro- 
blems. 


As to the latter we are glad to see 
an entire section of Part Two de- 
voted to the obligation of Catholiciz- 
ing one’s country, a point made in 
our Social Ideals of St. Francis 
(Herder), and a good Tertiary aim 
at any time. 


We are glad too to see emphasis 
placed on healthy internationalism 
of the religious type, based on unity 
in the creation and redemption of 
the human race. Caution might 
well have been stressed here against 
internationalism of the political and 
commercial sort, which stripped of 
camouflage is the sort that is promi- 
nently before the public today. But 
the mature reader will be able to 
draw his own inferences. 


There is passing mention too in 
Part Three of the Third Order as a 


Christian international recommend- 


ed by Leo XIII and Benedict XV. 
The fundamental principle of Ter- 
tiarism, that building up the good 
society is a matter of the individual 


knowing and doing what should be 
done regardless of what others may 
do, runs like a thread Yoroug nou 
the book. 


Covelle Newcomb offers a stori- 
fied life of Cardinal Newman in The 
Red Hat (Longmans, $2.00). Credit 
must be given the author for a fair- 
ly good character portrait of the 
great convert and churchman, 
though there is occasional room for 
disagreement with constructions 
placed on the saintly and gentleman- 


ly Newman’s actions (eg. the 
“snubbing” of Msgr. Talbot). For 
any reader and library. ® 


Rev. L. M. Dooley S.V.D. deserves 
the thanks of the public for his 
Holy Ghost Manual (Joseph F. 
Wagner, $1.00). Clients of the Holy 
Ghost, which all of us should be, 
will find in the manual above all a 
solid novena of prayer and medita- 
tion on the Holy Ghost. But there 
are a good 200 additional pages of 
prayers and practices in honor of 
the Third Person to gladden and 
elevate heart and mind. 


Rev. E. J. Edwards S.V.D. is the 
author of three very readable 
stories based on mission life in the 
Philippines: These Two Hands, Thy 
People My People, and White Fire 
(Bruce, $2.25, $2.50, $2.75). 


We regard the first as the best of 
the three. It is not necessarily a 
mission story, but rather the artis- 
tically splendid recital of a young 
priest’s battle with the passion of 
fear within himself, a battle which 
begins with gross dereliction of 
duty and ends, after other skirm- 
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ishes won and lost, with positive 
heroism. It is a little classic. 

Thy People My People is excellent 
story craft too, being the storied 
portrayal of hardships and interior 
and exterior heroism in Philippine 
mission work. Vibrant with inci- 
dent and with the author’s fine gift 
for narrative no less than for witty 
conversation, it is a really worth- 
while book from any pertinent point 
of view. 

White Fire has the scourge of 
leprosy as its topic and the conquer- 
ing spirit of a mission sister as its 
theme, the conquest appearing in 
her own courage when faced with 
the scourge, which courage in turn 
scores its victory over the hearts of 
several religious doubters and 
cynics. 

Fine additions to the Tertiary’s 
library as well as the Tertiary libra- 
ry, and a good thing for anybody. ® 


Two rather recent books on early 
Christian times happened into our 
hands together a while ago—St. 
Cecil Cyprian by Joseph Fichter S. 
J. (Herder), and Constantine the 
Great by Lloyd B. Holsapple (Sheed 
& Ward). 

Father Fichter constructs the 
story of St. Cyprian’s life and the 
portrait of his character largely 
from the saint’s writings. The 
holy bishop, the man of culture, the 
redoubtable protagonist of Catholic 
truth, the eager martyr appears in 
his best light, yet a light not un- 
dimmed by certain shadows. Both 
lights and shadows, however, are 
handled by the author in model 
fashion, to suit the truth and to 
meet the crucial issues raised by a 
later generation. 282 pages, $2.50. 

The Holsapple book is more than 
a matter-of-fact biography. It es- 
says a picture of the antecedents 
and consequences as well as of the 
contemporary background of the 
day of Constantine. Somewhat re- 
petitious at times, but never unin- 
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teresting, the book acquaints the 
reader in clear and wide-reaching 


views with the growth of the early | 
social | 
issues involved, as — 
well as with the career and char- — 
acter of Constantine himself. 475 — 


Church, with the political, 
and religious 


pages, $38.00. 


Both these books are of the sort | 
that the Catholic leader and there- | 


fore the Tertiary ought to acquaint 
himself with. Both are written 
with an eye to modern issues and 
conditions. Both come in a day 
when it is becoming the fad for un- 
invited and unfit authors to publish 
Catholic and Christian history with 
the false coloration of bias and pre- 
judice. Why spend our good time 
and money on such falsehood when 
we can promote the truth with a 
books as these two? 


Which reminds us: Why do we 
have to bow down at the shrine of 
Hemingway’s For Whom the Bell 
Tolls, when there is Face to the Sun, 
by Father McGratty S. J.? The 
latter gives us every bit as graphic 
a story of the recent Spanish civil 
war as Hemingway ever could, and 
Face to the Sun gives a truer and 
cleaner story than Hemingway ever 
would (Bruce). ® 


Jewish Problems, a pamphlet by 
Tertiary David Goldstein (Radio 
Replies Press, 15c) deprecates the 
publication of plainly anti-Christian 
books of the Scholem Asch sort at 
this time. Yet so many Catholics 
have regarded The Nazarene and 
The Apostle as grand literature, 
tissues of blasphemy that they are. 
What is the matter with our minds 
and our faith? ® 


Why We Are Catholies, is a series 
of 19 talks on modern fallacies and 
the eternal truths, the Little Flower 
being the inspiration of the author, 
Fr. Albert H. Dolan O. Carm. (Car- 
melite Press, 50c and $1.00). The 
subjects are dealt with from the 
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practical standpoint of the every- 
day Catholic’s need to give an ac- 
count of the faith that is in him, 
offensively and defensively. Old 
matter with new sidelights, and so 
always welcome to the alert believer. 
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From the same sources: Where 
the Little Flower Seems Nearest 
(15c), The Little Flower’s Mother 
(15c), Letters of the Little Flower’s 
Mother (10c), Scapular Facts 
(10c). @ 


ITEMS OF INTEREST 


Word from Very Rev. Fr. Defini- 
tor General Valentin Schaaf O.F.M., 
dated from Rome in March this 
year, carries the information that 
the works of Bl. John Duns Scotus 
are now going to press. The first 
two volumes were actually in the 
press at his writing. 

There are to be in all twenty-five 
volumes of approximately 500 pages 
each. The Vatican Press is doing 
the printing. There are to be two 
editions: one larger, with the usual 
critical apparatus of the Quaracchi 
school; and a smaller edition, with 
smaller margin and the text only. ® 


The Franciscan Educational Con- 
ference met at Burlington Wis. 
June 26-28, as guests of Assump- 
tion province (1). 

The subject matter under discus- 
sion was St. Bernardin of Siena, 
commemorating his fifth centennial. 
Some of the papers were: Biogra- 
phical Sketch and Historical Back- 
ground of St. Bernardin, by Fr. 
Raphael Huber O.M.C.; Dogma in 
the Saint’s Vernacular Sermons, by 
Fr. Romuald Franzesi O.F.M. Cap.; 
the Fall of the Angels and the In- 
carnation according to St. Bernar- 
din, by Fr. Leonard Puech O.F.M.; 
St. Bernardin and the Holy Name, 
by Fr. Hyacinth Workman O.F.M.: 
St. Bernardin’s Ascetien-Mystical 
Doctrine, by Fr. Venard Kelly O. F. 
M. Cap.; his Exegesis, by Fr. Alban 
Bartholus O.F.M. Cap.; his Marian 
Doctrine, by Fr. Cuthbert Gumbin- 
ger O.F.M. Cap.; his Apostolic La- 
bors, by Fr. Charles J. Tallarico 
O.F.M.; as Moral Teacher, by Fr. 


Anscar Parsons O.F.M. Cap.; as 
Model Preacher, by Fr. Bernardin 
Mazzarella; his Technique, by Fr. 
Guillaume Lavallee O.F.M.; Cham- 
pion of Genuine Humanism, by Fr. 
Cyril Piontek O.F.M.; his Case for 
the Doctorate, by Fr. Cuthbert 
Gumbinger O.F.M. Cap. @ 


The Academia Catholica Sinica 
was founded recently in New York 
City by Fr. John Baptist Kao O.F.M. 
and Rev. John T. S. Mao. The aim 
is to keep apace of the opportunities 
of the Catholic Church in China and 
among Chinese people everywhere. 

Fr. Kao is vicar delegate of the 
native Chinese Franciscan vicariate 
of Fengsiang, while Father Mao, 
formerly of Chicago, is procurator 
for the vicariate of Nanking. 

Thirty members were enrolled in 
the Academia at the inaugural 
meeting. All volunteered to under- 
take the translation of a selected 
book from English and other lan- 
guages into Chinese before the close 
of the year. Propagation and de- 
fense of Catholic truth, and the de- 
velopment of Chinese philosophy 
and culture along Christian princi- 
ples are part of the Academia’s aim. 
—The Register. 6 


Says V. Sackville West in The 
Eagle and the Dove, of St. Teresa of 
Avila, who is the eagle of the title, 
and her raptures: 


“Never, never, it cannot be over- 
emphasized, did any mystic more 
profoundly mistrust such seizures 
than this sane, vigorous, intelligent, 
humorous Spaniard, or lose fewer 
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opportunities of warning other 
people against them.” 

Contrast this spirit with the wel- 
ter of pseudo mysticism luxuriating 
about us today; with the spirit that 
seems to regard belief in all these 
allegedly supernatural things as a 
sign of grace and strong faith; with 
the spirit that revels in such credu- 
lity as a sign of Divine predilection ; 
above all with the spirit that leads 
people to lay themselves out for 
such things and set themselves up 
as mystical-spiritual advisors! 

Such credulity is not strong faith; 
it is weak and unreasoning faith, 
falling for anything that looks holy, 
and in the end making the Faith 
and true religion ridiculous. Such 
a spirit is no sign of predilection 
and election! Judas actually did 
signs and wonders and enjoyed inti- 
mate association with our Lord. 
And as to such mystical advice 
clinics, we have found their fruit 
undistinguishable from vulgar su- 
perstition, plain idiocy, and worse. 

Let our faith be strong enough to 
believe and live according to God’s 
revealed word. Let our trust in 
God be strong enough to rest en- 
tirely on his Divine providence. 
There we are safe! 8 


The Franciscan Review of Mon- 
treal (May) recalls the tribute paid 
by the celebrated Brother Azarias 
F.S.C. to the Franciscans and Dom- 
inicans and their contribution to 
medieval university life. In an es- 
say on the subject, he says: “Erase 
from the records of both Paris and 
Oxford the names of the learned 
men furnished by these orders, and 
you extinguish the greatest lights, 
the most dazzling glories, of medie- 
val thought.” 


Of Oxford particularly he says: 
“The Franciscans during almost a 
century guided the destinies of 
Oxford. Oxford was the nursery 
of the order. . .The Grey Friars be- 
came a power in the university. . . 
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The most eminent men in England | 
considered it an honor to lecture 
under their auspices. Under the 
able administration of Adam Marsh 
the Grey Friars achieved world- | 
wide reputation for learning.” | 

Brother Azarias quotes Brewer 
to the effect that Lyons, Paris, and © 
Cologne were indebted for their © 
first professors to the English Fran- | 
ciscans of Oxford; that Ireland, 
Denmark, France and Germany 
sought English friars; that for- 
eigners were sent to the English 
school for its superior excellence; 
that the friar scholars not only ex- 
celled in Franciscan observance but 
raised Oxford to an eminence not 
even second to Paris. 


“The three schoolmen of the most 
profound and original genius, Roger 
Bacon, Duns Scotus, and Occham, 
were trained within its walls. No 
other nation of Christendom can 
show a succession of names at all 
comparable to the English school- 
men in originality and subtility, in 
the breadth and variety of their at- 
tainments”’—quoting these words 
of Brewer, Brother Azarias says: 
“This unstinted tribute is not ex- 
aggerated.” @ 


Under date of June 1 Very Rev. 
Fr. Felipe J. Cueto O.F.M., of the 
province of Sts. Francis and James 
of Jalisco Mexico, has convoked a 
congress of the Third Order of his 
jurisdiction, to take place January 
15 to 20, 1945, at Guadalajara. 

Events such as that here project- 
ed and the Tertiary congress held in 
Mexico City in May 1943 by the 
sister province of the Holy Gospel, 
seem to augur better days for the 
order and the Church in Mexico. 
God grant it, and God give our bre- 
thren there his most abundant 
blessing toward the happy issue og 
the congress. 


In an article by William A. i 
Styles, M. D., The Franciscan Re- 
view of Montreal (June) reminds 
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us that between 1540 and 1707 no 
less than 107 Franciscans died for 
the Faith in Ireland, while the num- 
ber of Franciscan martyrs for 
North America is 124. 

The first known martyrs of the 
New World were two Franciscans 
killed at Porto Seguro Brazil June 
#9, 1505. 

The first martyr of Canada was 
Fr. Nicholas Viel O.F.M., slain to- 
gether with an Indian convert, 
Ahuntsic, on June 25, 1625, at Sault 
au Recollet near Montreal. 

The first martyr in United States 
territory was Fr. Juan Padilla O. 
F. M. in 1542. 8 


The Americas, the quarterly re- 


view of Inter-American Cultural 


of Franciscan History, 


History published by the Academy 
16th and 


Shepherd Streets N. E., Washing- 


ton 17, D. C., is making its first ap- 
pearance as we go to press with our 
present issue of THE FORUM. 

The editors, over the signature of 
director Fr. Roderick Wheeler O. F. 
M., regret the unavoidable delay— 
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a common experience with new pub- 
lications, and old ones too, especi- 
ally in wartime. ® 


La Revue Franciscaine (Montreal, 
June) tells of the appointment of 
Fr. Raphael Daneault O.F.M. (24) 
to the committee in charge of works 
of piety and religious development 
for the archdiocese of Montreal. 

It will be his special official 
charge on this committee to repre- 
sent the several third orders of the 
archdiocese at diocesan headquar- 
ters. These comprise, besides fra- 
ternities of the Franciscans, Con- 
ventuals and Capuchins, also sodali- 
ties of the Dominican, Servite, and 
Trinitarian third orders, and the 
confraternity of the Cord. 6 


God and Gold, Gold and God! 
Just an l’s difference. But how 
much of Hell there is in that lI! 
Think of the warmongers, and to 
what lengths they go periodically 
to recoup their fortunes. How many 
wars would there be if the gold or 
money motive were removed—all 
specious pleas and incriminations 


INACTIVE MEMBERS 


Wuy DOES the fraternity distinguish between active and inactive members? 


To 


be brief and specific, the course is prompted by a spirit of justice and fairness to those 
who sacrifice both time and expense to fulfill their obligation month after month as 


active members. 


After all, why should one who fails to measure up to the standard of attendance and 
does not even bother offering a legitimate excuse for non-attendance, be granted the 
same privileges as a member in good standing? 

For such as may unhappily come under the class of inactive members, it may be 


well to note that they can become active again by simply coming up to the required 
standard of attendance, to record which the little attendance envelopes collected at the 
meetings are necessary. Even though they were inactive, they still belonged to the 
Third Order and enjoyed whatever spiritual benefits their limited cooperation entitled 
them to. 

They do forfeit during the inactive period many spiritual benefits, such as the 
plenary indulgence for the monthly meeting, the merit of edification received and 
given through attendance, and in particular all claim to any special favors granted 
them by the fraternity (sick comfort, funeral honors, special suffrages, etc.). 

Besides, when meetings are carelessly neglected, likely every other point of the 
rule is equally disregarded, with so much spiritual loss. 

Since the modern world is so pagan in spirit, and its many distractions are so 
liable to weaken the fervor of the Tertiary spirit unless it is revived regularly at the 
monthly meeting, every member should live up faithfully to the rule of monthly attend- 
ance, and so safeguard the spirit of perseverance to the end. 

The reward promised at holy profession for perseverance to the end is life es 


lasting.—Freely from Tertiary Topics (9). 
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between one side and the other not- 
withstanding. 


And, well, war is hell. 
about us! 


Divine Providence seems to have 
watched over Assisi, as it watched 
over Rome. With palpitating hearts 
we watched the fateful tide of des- 
structive battle roll north past 
Rome, Viterbo, Orvieto, Todi, 
Foligno, then suddenly it was— 
Perugia! 


Assisi appeared in the reports on- 
ly as a passing incident on the way 
to Bastia, four miles beyond. But 
Perugia, where St. Francis fought 
in his day, got it heavily. 


Details are lacking at this writ- 
ing. But if reports mean what they 
seem to mean, then Assisi, the 
home of our Lord’s herald of peace, 
has been spared the ravages of bat- 
tle. 


Thanks be to God! ® 


Aquila, the final resting place of 
St. Bernardin of Siena, is back of 
the Allied lines too as this is writ- 
ten. No further details as to the 
fate of the shrine of St. Bernardin! 
Siena, the saint’s birth place, lies 
just ahead of the Allied right wing 
now. ® 


Just look 
@ 


A difficulty in the way of sympa- 
thetic approach to the Jewish ques- 
tion have always been its involve- 
ments. Men like St. Bernardin, St. 
Capistran, and Bl. Bernardin of 
Feltre, no less than men like St. 
Ambrose a thousand years before 
them, are found at times to speak 
in terms of the bitterest seeming 
anti-Semitism. 


Yet none of them ever forgot 
even for a moment that our Savior 
and his blessed Mother were Jews, 
as were the Twelve Apostles, on 
whom rests the Catholic Christian 
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Faith. Nor did any of them ever | 
forget the all-embracing and all- — 


imperative precept of Christian 


charity, which is the essence of | 


Catholic Christian practice. 


The trouble lay in the vicious in- | 


trigues and malpractices of people 


who were Jews and who sought re- — 


fuge back of humanitarian and re- 


\¥ 


| 
| 


ligious pleas when an aroused public | 


sentiment retaliated on them. 


Today the issue is still further | 


clouded by the sometimes merely 
objective and sometimes intention- 
ally fostered confusion as between 
Jews seeking a mere haven for 
themselves as persecuted human be- 
ings and Jews seeking a political 
setup as a new nation at the ex- 
pense of a country which has been 
in possession for ages; between 
Jews as people and followers of a 
certain religion, and Jews keenly 
conscious of their nationalism and 
economic separatism. 


Where our sympathy as Chris- 
tians, Catholics, and Franciscans is 
bespoken on behalf of the Jew, it is 
only fair that we demand to know 
what spirit and aims govern the 
Jew who requests our sympathies. @ 


The first school on United States 
home soil, says Dr. Steck O.F.M. 
(Education in Sp. North America) 
was opened and conducted by the 
Franciscans at St. Augustine Flor- 
ida about 1587. 


Private C. J. McNeill in The Re- 
gister for April 16 sets the date at 
about 1573. The latter lists to St. 
Augustine the credit for being the 
first permanent White settlement, 
for having the earliest known reli- 
gious educational system, the first 
Catholic school for boys, the first 
free school, and the first ecclesiasti- 
oe seminary, on United Sa 
soil. 


AUGUST 
toties quoties. — 

BI. Agathangel and Cassian M. 1 Or. 
9. ‘St. John Mary Vianney C. 3 Or., Pa- 
tron of Parish Clergy. 

St. Clare of Assisi V. 2 Or.—G.a. 
-and P.J.—On each of the five Sun- 
ys before the feast of the errs 
sumption. G.A. and P.I 
Joachim C. 

. Roch C.:3 Or. (Fran.) 

Roch (Cony.) ; 

Louis B.C. 1 Or. 

Seven Joys (Fran. & Eras 

eu Pale 

St. Louis King C. 3 Or. 

G.A. and P.I. 

Bl. Bernard of Offida C. 

(Fran.)—Seven Joys 

Roch (Cap.). 
GENERALLY 

pee Seas of reception and the day of 


Patron. — 


dl On: 


tier Fie of the monthly meeting. 

On two days of the month at choice.* 
1 each Tuesday (St. Anthony). Visit 
he exposed Blessed Sacrament. 2 

On the first Friday of any month. 

On the first unimpeded Saturday of any 

‘month, for attendance at the votive Mass 

> the Immaculate Conception according 

9 the rubrics.* 

“On each of twelve successive first Satur- 


(Conv.)—St. 


CALENDAR OF PLENARY INDULGENCES 


days of the month. Prayers in honor of 
the Immaculate Conception. The First | 
Sundays may be observed instead. 
On the seventeenth of any month. Visit 
to the Blessed Sacrament exp osed and de- | 
votions so) Site Paschal, | 
On each of any six Sundays ne the year, 
with prayers in honor of St. Louis the } 


Bishop, with a special plenary indulgence |- 


if the » Sundays are observed successively. 


On the titular feast of a Franciscan | 
church. — 


*Signifies an indulgence that can be 
gained only. by ‘members, whereas the 
other indulgences can be gained by all 
who visit a church of the order. 


General conditions besides particular 
conditions specified: Confession, commun- 
ion, visit to a church of the order, Our 
Father, Hail Mary and Glory for the in- 
tentions of the Holy Father. 


Form of the General Absolution or In- 
dulgenced Blessing as given in the con- 
fessional: Auctoritate a Summis Ponti- 
ficibus mihi concessa plenariam omnium 
peccatorum tuorum indulgentiam tibi im- 
pertior. In nomine Patris et Filii et Spir- 
itus Sancti. Amen. 


Any priest having the faculties of the 
diocese can give the Indulgenced Blessing 
in this form in the confessional. 


i. 


5 Your prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of the following departed 
members of the Three Orders of St. Francis: 

ia 

_ Rev. Wm. H. Huelsmann, St. Louis; Fr. 
Paul Werr O.F.M. Cap. (9). 


Mother M. Stanislaus Hegner (9), Sr. 
M. Matthia Laurich (12), Sr. M. Agatha 
Puetz (12), Sr. M. Reginald (32). 


= 


Chicago: Margaret Hayes, Bernard 
McLenighan, Louise Scherer, Margaret 
Duignan, V. J. Goggin, James McKenna, 
Catherine Olesky. 

_ Detroit: Josephine Mileck, Margaret 
Kasper, Francisca Radlicka, Susan ‘Mun- 
day, Frank Franke. 


Fond du Lac: 
Bell. 


Rosina Ferguson, Mary 
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Louisville: Ella Nolan, Christine Rob- 
ben, Louise Miller. 


Milwaukee: Philomena Friss!, Maria 


Schwind. 


New York: Jennie Hoar, Kate Lavin, 
Augusta De Vigne, Anna Quinn, Manga 
et Finley. 


Pittsburgh: 
Osterrieder. 


Theresa Wagner, Anna 


Pomona: Katherine Curtis, Margaret 
Frenken, Mathilda Van den Boom, James 
Walsh, Josephine Froment, EHseline 
Pepin, Agnes Sarde, Arthur Courneya, 
Eva Wagner. 


Toronto: Daniel O'Shaughnessy. 


Put THE Forum on your mailing list for the current Obituary notices of your 


enunity or Fraternity. 


Address: THE Forum, 5045 Lafilin Street, Chicago 9, Ill. 


Favorites For You.... 


A Fire and What Came of It y 


The life of the Tertiary St. Conrad with some interesting moral | 


lessons. 
.05 cents ; 


$4.00 a hundred | 


Healing Angel in Pilgrim’s Garb 


An account of the selfless life of the Tertiary St. Roch, patron against | 
contagious diseases. 

.05 cents : 

$4.00 a hundred | 


Race and Grace 


Gives the lie to racism and excessive nationalism. Carries the account : 
of St. Benedict the Negro’s climb to sainthood. 
-10 cents : 
$1.10 a dozen | 
$7.00 a hundred | 


FRANCISCAN HERALD PRESS 


5045 So. Laflin Street, Chicago 9, Illinois 


Do your part to win the war. Spend less on luxuries 
and buy more Defense Bonds and Stamps. 


Buying a Bond or Stamps occasionally won’t win the 
war. But regular buying will. 


— ee 


